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C

HI was started in the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide in 1994.
800,000 people brutally murdered. Millions displaced.
Many eventually returned to find their lives in ruins. Family, friends, homes
and livelihoods gone. Children found themselves the head of the household
caring for even younger siblings, they grew up without adult supervision,
without an education, without basic knowledge about health, hygiene and
nutrition - the basic skills to be effective adults.
Mainly forgotten by the western world, the genocide just 24 years ago is
still impacting the lives of millions of Rwandans. Living side by side with
those who murdered their husbands, wives and children, these proud
people are working together to improve their lives.
During our recent visit the message we heard repeatedly was “thank you
for coming.” The fact that we cared enough to go and see them; to spend
time in their homes; to learn a little about their lives, meant as much if not
more than the practical support.
The children of the genocide are now young adults with families of their
own but sadly many are ill equipped to be effective parents. Worse still,
they feel forgotten.
Your support for the work of CHI does not just enable those in need to be
equipped. It lets those whose past was so traumatic and whose future is
so uncertain, know they are.....

...... not forgotten

Honorine & mum Pascasie Kinyinya parish

Then say to the Lord your God: “I
have removed from my house the
sacred portion and have given it to
the Levite, the foreigner, the
fatherless and the widow, according
to all you commanded. I have not
turned aside from your commands
nor have I forgotten any of them.
(Deuteronomy 26:13)

C

hristian Hope International seeks to bring the true hope only found in Jesus Christ
along with practical support to those in need in Africa and, through links with other
Christian charities, to the Middle East and Eastern Europe. The example of Jesus and
his teaching are the motivation for our work.
Working in partnership with the Christian Community in the ‘Developing World’ we seek
to glorify God by providing practical aid, resourcing community projects and enabling
children to receive a good education through child sponsorship.

Charity chat

I

f you would like to hear what has been happening at
CHI then please come along to our AGM.

Christian Hope International AGM
Date: Saturday 20th October 2018 Time: 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Place: St Peters Church,
Gubbins Lane, Harold Wood, RM3 0QA
This is an open meeting to which you are all very welcome. Come, meet
the staff and volunteers and hear about the achievements of the last
year and the plans for the next. Light refreshments will be available.

Can you help?

W

e are in need of new volunteers to assist with sorting and packing
in our warehouse and a computer literate volunteer to assist in the
office.
Ÿ Do you live locally and have a few hours a week to spare?
Ÿ Would you like to become part of the CHI team?
Then please send your CV to the office and we will contact you. YOU may
be the person we need.

PRAYERS PLEASE
Eileen and Trevor Anderson have been faithful volunteers for many years
administering our Child Sponsorship project. Please pray for Trevor as he
recovers at home from a mild stroke and for Eileen as she cares for him.
Have you discovered the wonders of TEXT GIVING yet?

ICAN
41
700£730

To donate by mobile phone simply text ICAN41 plus the amount
you wish to donate (any amount from £1 - £5 or £10) to 70070.
The sum donated will be added to your phone bill.
This service is offered through ‘Just Giving’ and does not cost you or the charity
a penny in fees. Why not try it today?

DATA PROTECTION
New data protection laws will require NEW SUPPORTERS to ‘opt in’ before we can add them to our
data base. New or existing supporters please be assured your data is held securely and we will NEVER
pass on your information to a third party. If you wish to be removed from our data base please let us
know. You will not then receive a copy of this magazine by post or email.

JOURNEY THRO’ RWANDA.....

‘D

ancing roads’ or a ‘free massage’!! However you look at it once you
leave the main road, travel in Rwanda is tough and often treacherous.
Narrow mountain tracks, pot holes, landslides and thick mud. There is no
barrier to prevent you plunging over the sheer drop down the mountain.
Stuck in the mud on the road to Ndego

Fortunately due to the skill of our two drivers, Emmanuel and Jaques, we
arrived safely at each of our destinations, albeit often more than a little late!!!
The location of all our work is in the hands of our partners - they know best
who is most in need. We do not restrict their decision so that we have easy
access when we visit. Inevitably therefore most of our work is in the remotest
communities, letting them know they are not forgotten.

On the main road in Gasha Parish

A

s we travelled we came to appreciate some of the challenges faced
by the pastors and our partners in the Diocesan offices, as they
minister to their people and administer the projects supported through
CHI.
Issues of transport, communication, monitoring, our questions were
endless - the answers often so humbling.
Didacienne and Angelique are our field
assistants overseeing our sponsored children
in their relevant areas. They travel to visit
the sponsored children on the back of a Piki
piki (motorcycle taxi). Some in villages
several hours distant. A means of transport
not for the faint hearted!!
Carmen thought she
would give it a try!!

Didacienne

Angelique

We asked this question of Bishop Emmanuel in Byumba. “With so many
children in need of support why not identify those nearest the Diocesan
office? Surely it would make monitoring easier.”
His response,

.....NOT FORGOTTEN
Next time the expected letters from the sponsored children are a little
late arriving we hope we will remember why and be more understanding.

TEXT GIVING : ICAN41 (£1-5 OR £10) TO 70070

Caring & sharing

P

lease pray for Rev Andy
Saville as he sets off on 18th
June to cycle from Lands End to
John O’Groats.
Andy will be raising funds to
support the work of CHI.
As a vicar who rides a bike, he
has chosen to support the ‘Bikes
for Pastors’ project and hopes to
arrive in John O’Groats on 29th
June.
We pray for fair weather and a
safe journey.

It is not too late to
get your free
fundraising pack
and support our
2018
Education Appeal

2018 focus

Education changing lives

O

nce again we thank Fern Denyer who held a
very successful Easter Fair despite the snow
which made travel to her church a challenge.
She requested the funds be used to provide
malaria medication. Who knows how many lives
will be saved through her efforts and our love of
all things chocolate!!

Thank you

JOURNEY THRO’ RWANDA...

T

he subject of pastor’s salaries is a vague affair. A portion of the
offering seems to be the rule, but we have seen first hand how the
offering in these impoverished communities may be an egg, a cabbage
or a few bananas. These pastors really do live by faith.
Ministering to those who have little but their faith

P

astors often have many sub parishes. Around 6 is normal but many
have far more, usually several kilometres apart. Most travel on foot,
spending hours each day walking. A meeting at the Diocesan Office
often requires a start in the early hours and a return well into the night.

£100 provides a bike for a pastor
Bikes provided by CHI are a parish resource. During a visit to
Rwintashya Parish we met Pastor Alex who was delighted to inherit
a bike, funded by CHI in 2014, when he took over the parish. Spreading
God’s Word and bringing hope to communities is far easier on a bike.
Meeting Pastor Alex with his bike

WA-tER SHAME

T

hese are some of the
pupils from Kaleere
Primary School fetching
water to drink, and to make
porridge for their lunch.
Not only is the water
unsafe but it takes the
children away from school
for 40 minutes each time
water is required. This
MUST have an impact on
their education as well as
their health. The location
of the school means a well
is not a viable option but it doesn’t have to be this way.

YOUR DONATION to our health fund
COULD HELP PROVIDE
WATER TANKS FOR THIS SCHOOL

WA-TER DIFFERENCE

THESE CHILDREN weRE DELIGHTED TO BENEFIT FROM
A WATER TANK PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED at Rakai

JOURNEY THRO’ RWANDA...

A

s you travel through this beautiful country, welcomed like long lost
family, it is easy to forget how recently the genocide occurred. For most
of us it is a distant memory, another barely reported incident in Africa, but
for many of those we met it devastated their lives.
Many children of the Genocide are ill equipped for adulthood. Without
intervention this tragedy will devastate another
generation as their children become the new
victims.
As we met in small church buildings with those
who had received support we could not help but
wonder about the future of the many youngsters
who waited outside, peering through the doors
and windows forgotten by the world.

Please help us

TODAY
to change lives
like these

TOMORROW

W

e are all familiar with Mothers Union, but in Rwanda
there are Children’s, Youth, Father’s and Elderly
Unions. Biological families have been destroyed but the
church is uniting spiritual families, encouraging those who
remain to support, guide and nurture each other.
As we discovered time and again, our visit meant the
world in these remote communities where many of the
young children had never seen muzungu (white people).
It needs very little to bring hope, improve lives and let
these people know they are not forgotten, but it does
need....

.... your support

Donate by cheque, text, phone or online
@ www.christianhope.org.uk

JOURNEY THRO’ RWANDA...

E

ric was five years old at the time of the genocide, his mother was left
caring for her four children alone. Eric told us “I was in Primary 3 when
my photo was taken and I was given hope”. Two years later, in 1999 a
sponsor was found and he became one of CHI’s first sponsored children.
He recalled; “there was great celebrating in my family at the news”.
Eric with the CHI team

He went on: “I was provided with uniform and fees and grew spiritually
and physically”. In 2002 he progressed to senior school where, he told us:
“I started speaking and sharing with others and began to appreciate
the value of sponsorship and realised God’s plan for me”.
2006 saw him move on to study Biology & Chemistry: “I had been helped
and realised God’s plan was for me to help
others”. A government sponsored place at
University saw him graduate in 2013 and he went
on to be a teacher.
We were delighted to meet him at his office in
Gatsebo where he is now a project director for
Compassion. He told us: “I am happy to be
helping and educating children and helping
them grow in faith”.

Without sponsorship Eric’s story
may have had a very different
ending

YOU CAN MAKE THIS DIFFERENCE BY
SPONSORING A CHILD IN NEED TODAY

Eric in his office

A SPONSORS VIEW

D

uring February and March like many of you I
was following the CHI blog with interest – well,
maybe a bit more interest than most because Ian,
my husband, was visiting our sponsor child Gedeon
during the visit to Rwanda.
He reported that they had been to the home of
Gedeon and visited his family. I was delighted.
On his return we looked at his photo’s. I was
moved to tears. There was Gedeon, a handsome
healthy young man standing with his parents and
three siblings. It has to be said his siblings,
Ian meeting Gedeon at school
bemused and slightly scared by the visitors, did not
have the same healthy glow. The younger
children were showing signs of malnutrition, but not of neglect. Their borrowed home
is typical of the poor in the region, with no furniture or the luxuries that we take for
granted. A small plot of land to live on in a very remote area. I was shocked, my
heart went out to Gedeon’s parents, Viateur and Dative. I cannot begin to imagine
how it must feel to know you cannot provide the basic needs of your family.
I was pleased that Gedeon had
used his birthday money to buy a
goat, which has now had twins,
thereby improving their situation.
However my heart was saying –
How? How can I do more to help
this family.
It’s wonderful that
Gedeon is now in education and we
can support him but I really felt I
needed to do more. I am sure over
the coming months the Lord will
show me what that might be. I can
now pray for the family and, with the
photos taken, I can see who I am
Ian meeting Gedeon’s family
praying for.
For just
– less than the cost of a takeaway meal (which my waistline
really doesn’t need), I can support Gedeon and know I am improving his family’s
circumstances and letting them know they are not forgotten
s
Carol Phillip

Could you give up a takeaway meal once a month to change the life of
a poor family in Rwanda or Uganda?

Stitches of hope
any readers of our magazine support us by creating wonderful
M
knitting or crochet work which is delivered to Eastern Europe
through a Christian charity called ‘Mission Without Borders’. Recently
300 large sacks and 140 boxes were dispatched to a warehouse in
Romania where they will be distributed in a regular and targeted way
to children, families and communities in serious poverty, mainly in
Romania and Moldova. MWB can also respond to emergency situations,
from a family emergency to a natural disaster. MWB, much like CHI,
works in partnership with the local church and puts God at the centre
of all that they do. Thank you for all those who give their time, energy,
skill and resources to bring the love of Jesus to those in need and show
that they are
.....NOT FORGOTTEN
Thank you to the ladies of the
‘Young at Heart’ group in Poole,
Dorset for this picture with their
beautiful items knitted for CHI. Keep
up the good work, you are saving
lives.

A

s summer
approaches
our thoughts
inevitably turn to
Christmas,
well.... Carol’s do, as she
prepares the 2019 calendar
and this years range of
Christmas cards
It is never too early to place your order for a
pack of 6 of these colourful and unique cards
with envelopes. We suggest a donation of
£2.75 for a pack of cards and £3 for the
calendar (or £5 for 2 ) .

TEXT GIVING ICAN41 £1-5 OR £10 TO 70070

JOURNEY THRO’ RWANDA...

T

he obvious benefits of livestock - manure, milk and offspring, are clear
enough but, as we discovered, in the capable hands of our partners
the wider benefits are of so much more value. Recipients within the
community are supported by the church to form small groups, together
they:
Meet weekly
Share problems
Support and

help each other

Worship & Pray

Start savings &
loan schemes

Providing livestock is bringing broken
communities together, impacting lives
and growing faith in ways we could not
have imagined.
Jennifer (pictured left) told us:
“I had one child who died, because of that my
husband divorced me. Since then I have felt
like an outcast in my community, worthless.
Now I have a goat I can provide for myself. I
have friends in the group and we support each
other. I can bring an offering to church”.

£30 buys a Goat - but gives so much more

P

astor Alain of Nkondo Parish told us how the
provision of 30 goats had enabled effective
evangelism and, as a direct result, he had baptised
141 people in one ceremony and started a Fathers
Union. Who knew that God would use goats to
gather his sheep!!!
We arrived in Nkondo to find another traditional
Rwandan meal waiting for us. We are so humbled
by the welcome we receive wherever we go and
the constant message is, “thank you for coming Pastor Alain
your visit means so much”.
These people feel forgotten and find it hard to believe anyone cares
enough to come all this way to see them. The stories we hear are
heartbreaking but they put on their best clothes, smile and praise God for
our visit.

JOURNEY THRO’ RWANDA...

A

place of comfort (not physically!!), shelter and worship. A place to meet
and share their challenges. Churches in Rwanda meet all these needs
and more. For many people here the church is central to their lives.
Unfortunately, many churches do not meet the basic building standards
now being enforced in Rwanda.
During our visit, almost overnight, over 700 churches were forced to close
across the country (some have now reopened). Were the Bishops and
Pastors grumbling, angry and defiant? No, they saw it as a wake up call to
get their act together and improve the buildings, trusting in God to find a
way.

Will your church link with one in
Rwanda or Uganda

Gasha Church
Inside ...

.. And outside

I

t does not cost hundreds or even tens of thousands to bring these
buildings up to scratch - nearer four or five thousand in general.
With some imagination and a little fundraising this is not a huge sum for a
congregation in the UK to raise. To these very poor, often remote
communities, to be in partnership with another church or group, encourages
action and giving and lets them know they are not forgotten.
Your church could be the answer to the prayers of these communities and,
should you wish to continue the link the possibilities are endless.

Contact the office for more
information or to make a donation
Donate by cheque, text, phone or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

Since our return we have sent ....
£3000 for education
materials

£5525 for livestock
& agriculture

alth
for he
5
2
5
5
£

£3715 for bikes & Bibles
£2000 for
Loans4Hope

T

he work of CHI relies on the
generosity of individuals,
groups and churches but there
has been a noticeable decline in
donations recently, maybe as a
£1000 for building repairs
result of the bad press
surrounding some of the larger charities.
We do not receive grants or other funding so
please pray with us that this will not carry on and
that we will be able to continue offering hope and
helping communities towards self-sufficiency.
But God will never forget the needy;
the hope of the afflicted will never perish.
Psalm 9:18

Rwanda -

Not forgotten

Genocide memorial - one of many

YOUR BOXES HAVE RAISED

£445

THIS YEAR TO DATE

THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change Appeal box.

Contact details

WHO’S WHO?

Hope House, The Elms Estate
Church Road, Harold Wood
Romford, RM3 0JU
United Kingdom

Managing Director Carmen Denham
Director
Paul Guyver
Accounts
Kevin Denham

Office no: 01708 377795
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Stitches of Hope
Dorothy Bowen
Trish Nelson
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Eileen & Trevor
Anderson
Eileen Knowles
Office support
Ian & Carol
Phillips
Audrey Vinten

Email addresses
Carmen Denham:
accounts@christianhope.org.uk
Paul Guyver:
info@christianhope.org.uk
Sponsorship:
sponsorship@christianhope.org.uk
Web site: www.christianhope.org.uk
Christian Hope International
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Evangelical Alliance and
Global Hand.
We are signatories to the
Red Cross Code of
Conduct.

Trustees: Chairman Ian Phillips
Treasurer Tony Gibbs
Val Dobson
John Harris
Trish Nelson
Keith Root
International
Christian Worldwide Aid
Steve Wheeler

Christian Hope

Registered charity1061526
Patron: Rt.Rev.Stephen Cottrell
Bishop of Chelmsford

CHI Magazine
The Magazine is published 3 times a year and is also available “on-line”. It is sent free
of charge to supporters and is published in accordance with our basis of faith. Articles
in the magazine may represent the ideas of the author and may not necessarily be
those of the charity.
Articles from this magazine are available for use in your church literature, but please
let us know before using them.

