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he theme of this magazine is “Praise Him”. There is so much for which
we can praise and thank our great God. On 12th May we held a service
celebrating 25 years since the start of CHI. It was great to praise God for
all that He has done in and through the charity since we started.
On that day we were drawn to these verses:
“I trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever. I will praise
you for ever for what you have done; in your name I will
hope, for your name is good. I will praise you in the
presence of your saints”.
Psalm 52: 8-9
For many in Africa
is all they have. Your financial support
for this work goes far beyond the donation you may make, be it large or small,
regular or intermittent. The support you provide through CHI is not just aid.
For the recipient it is an opportunity, an answer to prayer.

A goat to aid self-sufficiency
or medicine to treat illness,
a roof after a storm or
sponsorship to ensure a
regular education.

A damaged home after the storms in Kibungo

Each community or
individual supported is
prayer answered and a
reason to

“Praise Him”.

“In your name I will hope”

It is always important that the glory goes to Him and not to individuals or
organisations.
We are constantly aware that our African brothers and sisters seem so
much more ready to praise God, despite their challenges and lack of
material goods. They have much to teach us about faith and praising Him,
even in the face of adversity.
In this magazine you will read testimonies and reasons for praising God
only made possible through your support.

THANK YOU FOR PROVIDING SO MANY REASONS TO

Praise Him

T

hank you to everyone who came along to St Peter’s on Sunday 12th May to
help us celebrate 25 years of serving the Lord through CHI.
We were made very
welcome there, and
around seventy hungry
souls joined us for lunch.

Sharing fellowship
Blankets on display

A special thanks to those who worked
so hard preparing the food.

If you were unable to attend and would like another opportunity to join us
as we celebrate 25 years of serving Him through CHI then please join us
at:
St Mary's Church,
Churchgate Street, Old Harlow, Essex, CM17 0JT
7th July 2019
10.30 am

Tea and cakes will be served after the service.

O

ur IT upgrade is now complete, although not without more than a few problems along
the way. We are told we are now equipped for the future. If only the same upgrade
could be applied to the staff!!!!
We Praise Him that the upgrade has finally happened. We would however
value your prayers as we try to catch up with technology.

C

hristian Hope International seeks to bring the true hope only found in Jesus Christ
along with practical support to those in need in Africa and, through links with other
Christian charities, to Eastern Europe. The example of Jesus and his teaching are the
motivation for our work.
Working in partnership with the Christian Community in the ‘Developing World’ we seek
to glorify God by providing practical aid, resourcing community projects and enabling
children to receive a good education through child sponsorship.

F

or many, living In Africa means living in poverty. This
forces many parents to leave young children alone
during the day while they seek work. These are not
neglectful parents. They love and care for their children.
However there is no social security blanket, without work
the family do not eat. It really is that simple and
malnutrition often follows leading to stunted growth and
other developmental issues.
It is also easy for young children left alone during the
day to become the target of mental, physical or sexual
abuse.

What could be the answer?

From this
Goats motivate communities

In Nkondo Parish the
provision of goats has motivated the
community to such an extent that,
supported by the church, they have
built three classrooms and started a
nursery
school
(Early
Child
Development
centre).
They
completed the walls and roof, CHI
sent funds for the doors and windows.
Working together to get the job done

OU
THANK Y
Already 160 children attend each day. The fees are equivalent to £2 per
month but even this is beyond the reach of many parents who fail to pay.
If you are a pre school teacher or a nursery nurse in the UK today, how
many children might you be required to care for? Up to eight dependant on
age is the rule, and often that probably feels like too many!!!!

The 160 children attending this nursery have no desks or play equipment
and are cared for by just three teachers. Can you imagine?? Their
dedication is rewarded with a wage of just £20 per month!!!
One of the parents had this to say:
“We are very thankful to the church for initiating this ECD
because it has changed the life condition of our children through
the development of their intellectual capacity and social ability,
by interacting with their colleagues and their teachers.
Our children are also protected against child abuse by finding
the safe place to stay when parents are at their work place”.
The leader of the Nkondo Parish
Aaron Ntawinanirwa said:
“there have been many positive changes in the people of our
areas after this initiative because it showed them that we care
for the transformation of the life of the people without
exclusion. The children that are cared at this ECD are not only
Christians of Nkondo parish, we have children whose parents
are from different denominations and backgrounds.”

Aaron Ntawinanirwa

with the
“Let the little children come to me, and do not Together
To this hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs community in Nkondo
to such as these.”
Mark 10:14 Parish we Praise Him
for this vision, for the
teachers and for the
progress so far. Most
importantly we Praise
Him for the opportunity
these children now
have to come to know
Jesus as their Lord
Praising God for opportunities
and Saviour.

There are many things still required at this nursery:
Chairs & tables - - Classroom materials - Play Equipment - - Toilets!!!….. To name but a few!!!

Will YOU be an answer to their prayer?
PRAISE him today

B

ethany and Daniel were moved by the plight of
the children in Kaleere, Uganda who had to walk
long distances to fetch water before school each day.
In October 2018 they took
part in a sponsored run and
raised funds to help provide
a water tank for Kaleere
school. WELL DONE
As you can see the
children in Kaleere were
delighted.

Daniel & Bethany
are proud of their medals

J

udith Blaza is our rep at St Mark’s church, Kempshott. During
April she had a CHI display at the church, she told us:
“Your 25th Anniversary challenges played
a key part and I had a lot of interest in both.”
Having completed seven metres of 20p coins Judith
ran out of dots, but that did not stop the donations
coming in. Just over eleven metres of 20p coins were
collected.
Judith counted them, much to the relief of Kevin who
does our accounts, and sent us a cheque.

Judith Blaza

R

THANK YOU

egular readers of the CHI magazine will know that
each year our youngest rep, Fern Denyer, of St
Nicholas Church, Elm Park, organises an Easter Fayre.
The St Nicholas Brownies have faithfully run a stall at
this event and this year included a 20p challenge sheet.
We are delighted to tell you they completed the
challenge (with a little arm twisting towards the end of
the day)!!!
Fern donated the funds raised at the Fayre to provide
medicines for Kimwanyi Clinic.

Fern with Carmen & Kevin

Christine & Isla

Kiremera church
damaged by the storms

W

hen Kiremera church was damaged by storms we Praised Him that
we were able to respond through your generosity. The roof was
repaired and the local community Praised Him as they returned to worship
in their church.

Psalm 127:1

PRAISE
HIM

Kiremera church
repaired

Bishop Emmanuel NTAZINDA had this to say:

“Kibungo Diocese, all the Christians of Kigina Parish and more
especially Kiremera Christians are so happy for your support.
Tomorrow 28th April, they will go back to their church, and pray
from there. We wish you blessing from the Almighty Father to the
supporters of CHI for being with us during this difficult period!”

New project
Help shine a
little light
God gave light to the world.
But at CHI projects in Rwanda and Uganda,
they would like a little more!
Having 12 hours of sunshine a day lends itself to
solar power lighting. This would enable the
children to study and read in the evenings.
They have no funds for, and often no access to
electricity and the use of kerosene lamps (if they
can afford them) is both dangerous to their
health through eye and lung damage and poses
the ever present risk of fire.
With YOUR help, students can be provided with
solar lamps. These can be bought for
approximately £10 each for a single lamp or £75
to light a home.

You could give these children a reason
to PRAISE HIM?

ANSWER A PRAYER

A

re you struggling to see this picture? Then imagine the strain on
this young girl’s eyes as she struggles to do her homework leaning
over a kerosene lamp, sitting on the floor.
There is no dusk when you live on the equator. Night time comes quickly
at 7pm no matter what time of the year. Many youngsters, who walk
long distances to attend school, have barely reached home by the time
it is dark. Homework is difficult if you are fortunate enough to have a
kerosene lamp; impossible if not.
Each solar lamp lasts approximately three years, is safe to use and is
charged for free simply by being placed in the sun.

WILL YOU HELP
SHINE LIGHT INTO
HER HOME?

"And God said, "Let there be light,"
and there was light."
Genesis 1:3

Lydia and her husband Denis have recently
returned from Uganda, Lydia wrote:

“T

owards the end of 2018 we felt the call to
sponsor a child with CHI. An inducement for
this was to open discussions with our daughter
Lydia, her family
Evelyn about how blessed we are and our role in
& Rev. Patrick
looking after God's world and people. Being in the
fortunate position of being married to a Ugandan, I have a good excuse to
visit this lovely country with my family regularly. The decision was made to
plan a visit to Kijjabwemi to meet our sponsored child, Benjamin, during our
holiday in January. Our children, Evelyn (3) Joshua (1) and my sister
Marianne (long term supporter and one time volunteer at CHI) travelled with
us.
Meeting Benjamin As term hadn’t started we were to meet
Benjamin, at his home. We met with Rev.
Canon Patrick who led the way to
Benjamin's very humble home. A small
mud building in which his mum, older
brother and young sister all live. We were
invited inside and were privileged to meet
Benjamin as well as his family. We
introduced ourselves and told Benjamin that we were pleased to be able to
pray for him and provide him with an education. We were dismayed to learn
his older brother would not be returning to school due to a lack of funding.
Rev. Canon Patrick then took us to
his church, about 2 miles away,
where Benjamin and his family
attend. We discussed the work of
CHI’s child sponsorship program,
and the blessing it brings to the
families selected. It's not only the
Benjamin’s home
sponsored child who benefits but the
other siblings also get a chance to learn from the materials that the
sponsored child brings home. The program gives these children an
opportunity to receive a regular education. It also provides the children with
a meal each day in school and health insurance. Most importantly, someone
will be praying for that child's education and progress as well as their
spiritual growth.

The trip was a real blessing. It is a privilege to be able to bless Benjamin
and his family.
With a small donation each month a child is given the opportunity to move
beyond the poverty of his situation, gain a promising future, and better
health. As a mum this touched me.”

PRAISE HIM FOR EVERY INDIVIDUAL WHO OFFERS
OPPORTUNITY TO A CHILD IN NEED

B

etty is 10 years old, her father died in a motor accident
in 2011. She is cared for by her aunt who also cares
for four other children. Betty is a clever girl but is often sent
home from school due to a lack of fees.
Sponsorship would be the answer to her prayers.

Will YOU be the answer to a child’s prayer?
Will YOU be a reason to PRAISE HIM?

Ssewankambo was appointed Field Assistant
David
in January. He administers our Child Sponsorship

project at Kijjabwemi. He wrote:
I am Ugandan, 33 years of age and single. I was raised in a
Christian family and practiced godly characters though I did
also a lot of worldly wickedness. God being merciful, he didn’t
allow my soul to ruin. One day I was on my way back home
from cinema hall. I met with our Lord Jesus Christ in the voice
which spoke within me instructing me to reach home and read from Amos 8: 11-13
“The time is coming when I will send famine on the land, people will
be hungry, but not for bread, they will be thirsty but not for water,
they will hunger and thirst for a message from God….”
I was shocked, terrified and scared and I decided to choose good life. With
guidance of the Holy Spirit the following Sunday I went to Church and accepted
Jesus as my personal saviour. This happened in May 2006, since then I began to
see the Holy Spirit positively changing my life.
David went on to tell how he testifies to others, served as a lay reader
for eight years and thanks God for the opportunity to work with the
sponsored children.

L

ow wages, failing systems and
overcrowded waiting rooms make
life hard if you are a nurse in the UK
today. However, at the end of the
month you are assured of your pay.
Not so for many nurses in Africa.

Nurse Prossy in 2013

It is hard to believe it is eight years since the
launch of our Nurse+ Project, to provide
an additional nurse at a church-run
clinic. Nurse Prossy was our first
supported Nurse at Kimwanyi Clinic,
Uganda. She lives on site, working long
hours and is on call 24/7. She takes her
young son to work and is thankful that
she is not compelled to leave him alone
while she works.
Nurse Prossy today
Prossy earns just £7 per day. Water for the clinic has to be carried from a
tap at the bottom of the hill, electricity is intermittent, the equipment is
prehistoric and medicine is in short supply. Without the support of the
Nurse+ Project pay at the end of the month would not be guaranteed.
The vital role of these nurses cannot be over emphasised as they
provide training to the local community in areas such as nutrition,
hygiene, HIV/AIDs, family planning and childhood immunisation
alongside their regular clinic duties.
Visiting homes and building trust as they share the word of God is a
vital aspect of their role, as many in the villages still place their trust
in witch doctors.
In her last report Nurse Brigitte from
Gikomero Clinic, Rwanda told us:
“In my work I take the opportunity to tell
people about Jesus and they respond
positively. I am so thankful to God for His
love and mercy over me, and the
opportunity He has given me to serve Him
in this capacity. Thanks to CHI for
supporting my salary. God bless you all.

Nurse Brigitte in the
maternity unit 2018

W

e
for the fantastic initial response to this project
which led to support for four nurses at clinics in Rwanda and
Uganda. Unfortunately, as individual circumstances change, some
regular support has now ceased and we may have to consider the
future of one of these nurses, unless……

….YOU CAN HELP
Your monthly donation, however small, towards a nurses
salary, will be a prayer answered, a reason to Praise Him.
Could you commit to provide one day’s wages a month, just £7???
One off donations will of course be very welcome too!!

I

magine being elderly, unwell and
faced with a 4 mile walk to your
nearest clinic. On arrival there are no
medicines in the pharmacy or, you do
not have sufficient funds to pay. Would
you bother to go???
Despite suffering from malaria, worms,
dysentery and other common curable
illnesses many suffer for years without
A home visit for Sarah from the
treatment. Seeing a doctor is a luxury
medical team doctor
most will never experience.
Donations to our Health Fund have provided medicines and mosquito nets
drastically reducing the incidence of malaria and enabling treatment for
those who visit the church-run clinics.
For those in more remote villages, a
medical team, equipped with as much
medicine as funds allow, gives access
to health care for those in most need.

None of this work can be
achieved without your
donations.
Testing for malaria as the church
becomes a temporary clinic

YOU
THANK

Donate by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

Daisy has gone to be with the Lord, she
had been supporting the work of CHI for
many years. These are the words of her daughter:
“Daisy Reynolds was 101 years old last October. A Christian
lady since a teenager, baptised by full immersion at the age
of 85, she joined St. Peter’s, Harold Wood three years ago.
Sadly she died last Christmas.
She had been knitting & crocheting for
Christian Hope for 12 years and the last blanket she
completed was the pink blanket recently delivered to you.”

THANK YOU DAISY

PRAISE HIM FOR ALL OUR KNITTERS

Daisy’s
last blanket

WEYMOUTH IN WINTER
What do you do at the sea side in the winter, when the south westerly gales blow, and the
rain beats down? So often summer visitors remark about our beautiful beach and what a
nice place Weymouth is, and we agree.
During the winter at several venues, and through a variety of churches ‘knit and natter’
groups meet and work on projects to help people in difficult circumstances here and overseas.
For several years now a few groups have been making items for C.H.I, which we bring up
to Essex when there are enough bags to fill the car. The magazines we give out are eagerly
read and the 20p challenge has been taken up by the ‘Open for Coffee’ group at St. Aldhelm’s
Church, Radipole, Weymouth. A photo shows some of the helpers.
The Methodist Church in Chickerell have produced an amazing number of items for Eastern
Europe. Other friends from Wyke Regis and Portland have also been knitting – and we
thank everyone so much – you all make a difference to the lives of under - privileged people.
Revd. Malcolm & Mary Millard.

A legacy gift will ensure that today’s
Christian work continues into the future.

I

f you enjoy reading the testimonies in our magazines then the 2020
calendar is for you. Each month features a beautiful picture and testimony
from an individual supported through the work of CHI.
For a small donation you can be uplifted each month as
you read of reasons to Praise Him
This inspiring calendar can be yours for a
suggested donation of £3 each or two for £5
Pre order today through the website or by phoning
the office

Don’t forget you can visit our website, and use our virtual gift
shop for your birthday, anniversary & teacher gifts.
Card designs and gift ideas can be found on our website

F

or the last three years our unique and popular range of Christmas cards
have been designed initially by Fern Denyer and subsequently by Angela
Burton. This year we would like you ALL to get involved.
Help us celebrate 25 years by designing a rectangular Christmas card. The
card must be:
Your own original work
Copyright free with permission to reproduce.
Any medium suitable for scanning and printing.
Please send your designs to the office including your name, address, telephone
number and email (if you have one).
The three winning entries will be announced in the magazine due in Feb 2020
and the cards will be used for Christmas 2020.

So get your creative hats on and get
those designs flooding in
We regret we cannot return your entries. The judges decision will be final.

SINCE 1st JAN 2019 YOUR BOXES HAVE RAISED

£598.64
THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change
Appeal box.

Contact details
Hope House, The Elms Estate
Church Road, Harold Wood
Romford, RM3 0JU
United Kingdom

Office no: 01708 377795

Email addresses
Carmen Denham:
accounts@christianhope.org.uk
Pauline Davidson:
info@christianhope.org.uk
Paul Guyver:
paul@christianhope.org.uk
Ian Phillips:
sponsorship@christianhope.org.uk

WHO’S WHO?
Managing Director Carmen Denham
Director
Paul Guyver
General Admin
Pauline Davidson
Accounts
Kevin Denham
Office Volunteers:
Stitches of Hope
Dorothy Bowen
Trish Nelson
Ray of Hope
Mark Galliers
Eileen Knowles
Office support
Ian & Carol
Phillips
Audrey Vinten
Trustees: Chairman Ian Phillips
Treasurer Tony Gibbs
Val Dobson
Grant Gooding
Trish Nelson
International
Keith Root
Christian Worldwide Aid
Steve Wheeler

Christian Hope

Registered charity1061526
Patron: Rt.Rev.Stephen Cottrell
Bishop of Chelmsford

CHI Magazine
The Magazine is published 3 times a year and is also available “on-line”. It is sent free
of charge to supporters and is published in accordance with our basis of faith. Articles
in the magazine may represent the ideas of the author and may not necessarily be
those of the charity.
Articles from this magazine are available for use in your church literature, but please
let us know before using them.

