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response is a reaction following our understanding of a given situation.
During the Covid-19 pandemic we hear a lot about the response of
governments and leaders to the crisis. We hear about the response of all
of us to self-isolation and lockdown. We see the selfless response of many
who put themselves in harm’s way to ensure the safety and survival of
others.
What is your response to this crisis? Do you fear for your health and
financial circumstances? Many of the institutions that we formerly relied
upon are unable to give answers for the present, let alone the future. Now,
more than ever we see that our hope depends on our relationship with our
loving God.
says “Cast all your anxiety on God because he cares
for you”. In these uncertain times we have a living hope…..though
we may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials (1 Peter 1:6).
1 Peter 5:7

Families in East Africa face the same lockdown and restrictions as we do
in the UK compounded by inadequate housing, sanitation, food and health
facilities. At CHI we have seen at first hand the compassion of our partners
to the desperate needs of so many in their communities. As Canon Patrick
has said –
“people will die of hunger before they are struck with Coronavirus”
WE THANK those supporters who have responded to our appeal for funds
to provide emergency food to families in Uganda and Rwanda. WE THANK
those who continue to support our 380+ sponsored children.
“He (The Lord) will respond to the prayer of the destitute”.
Psalm 102:17

Ian responding in prayer

Could you respond to their
continuing need? Could you be
the means by which the Lord is
able to answer the prayers of
our brothers and sisters in
Christ?
Please consider your support
for the work of CHI in these
challenging times for all nations.

Donate by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

A

s we prepare this magazine the country is still in lockdown,
we pray you have all remained safe and well and that by the
time you receive it the situation will be improving.
We hope you will enjoy this Lockdown Special bumper edition of our
magazine. Inside you will find stories and thoughts from our visit to Uganda,
new projects being planned, an update on how your donations were used
during 2019, and even this years Christmas card designs and our 2021
calendar. We hope you will respond positively to these articles.

T

he CHI AGM is normally held in
AGM
October however, due to the current
challenges we have decided to delay
28th November 2020
this until November in the hope that as
St Peter’s Church, Gubbins
many as possible of those wishing to
Lane,
attend will be able to do so. We are also
Harold Wood RM3 0QA
hoping to enable those wishing to attend
2.30pm - 4.30pm
remotely to join us using Zoom. If you
think attending via Zoom would be of Light refreshment will be served
interest to you please let us know and
provide us with your email address to enable an invitation to be sent. Please
check our website before travelling as circumstances may change.

K

eeping our overheads low is vital to ensure the largest possible amount
of your donation is used to provide for those in need. To this end we
regularly review our working practices.
With the ever increasing cost of postage we are moving towards a system
of acknowledging your donation by email where possible. If you are sending
a cheque to the office please also provide an email address, if you have
one, to enable us to respond in this way. A receipt will always be sent for
donations over £25 unless you state you do not require an
acknowledgement.

C

hristian Hope International seeks to bring the true hope only found in Jesus Christ
along with practical support to those in need in Africa and, through links with other
Christian charities, to Eastern Europe. The example of Jesus and his teaching are the
motivation for our work.
Working in partnership with the Christian Community in the ‘Developing World’ we seek
to glorify God by providing practical aid, resourcing community projects and enabling
children to receive a good education through child sponsorship.

P

aul Guyver started at CHI as a volunteer in 2000,
organising the warehouse and, as we are sure many
of you will remember, calling at your homes in the old van
collecting items to be sent on the containers. In 2004 Paul
became a member of staff, overseeing the warehouse and
taking responsibility for the often challenging task of
administering the paperwork to send the containers. In
2010, he became Managing Director of the charity and,
over the following seven years took the work from strength
to strength. As part of a planned handover Paul relinquished this position in 2017
whilst still playing a vital role in the day to day running of the charity. Paul’s
response to reaching a milestone birthday this year has been his decision to
‘retire’. However, we are not keen to let him sit idle at home!!! So, from 31st March
2020, he has once again become a volunteer. We are delighted he has also agreed
to be a Trustee and pray he will continue to contribute his insight, wisdom and
integrity to the work for many years to come.
“Over the last 20 years I have seen first hand God's practical
provision for those in need through the dedication, inspiration and generosity of
our partners overseas, the office team, our volunteers and our supporters. It has
been, and continues to be, a great team effort led by our great God. By His grace
many have heard the Good News of Jesus, blind eyes have been opened and
lives changed for eternity. It has been a fantastic privilege to play a part in His
amazing work through CHI and now to continue my involvement in other ways.”

Paul and Bp Stephen loading our 100th container

W

e would also like to take this opportunity to congratulate Bishop Stephen Cottrell on his
appointment as the new Archbishop of York, and say thank you for his service to CHI as our
Patron since 2011. Due to his move and inevitable extra duties it was agreed that he would cease
this role with CHI. We wish him every blessing as he serves the Lord in his new role.

WE MISS YOU ALL
No deliveries, no cups of coffee and a chat, no packers or admin
volunteers. The office is just not the same without you all.
However, we do hope that during lockdown you are all busy knitting to pass
the time.
We are anticipating a knitting mountain once we all start getting out and
about again!!!

W

e recently learned about Pat
Aldridge, one of our knitters,
who has recently celebrated her
105th Birthday.
Born in 1914 near Solihull, Pat was
the fifth of eight children. She spent
some time in London, had five
children and, together with her
husband ran a Post office in Cornwall
until they retired.
Apparently Pat loves knitting for us as it makes her feel she is doing something
useful. She said:
“I enjoy knitting scarves and feel I am doing some good in
the world helping these poor children, and it keeps my
fingers nimble.”
Keep up the good work Pat, you are probably our oldest knitter.
Unless anyone knows differently??

L

ast April we set our knitters a challenge to celebrate 25 years of C.H.I. You
were asked to create a blanket of 25 squares and the response was
overwhelming! Several hundred blankets were sent in during the year and they
are still being forwarded. Some followed guidelines as suggested by Carol’s
patterns, some were freestyle. All were gratefully received. An incredible
response by our dedicated knitters and crocheters who no doubt are eagerly
awaiting another challenge to their skills!!!!
Trish

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO TOOK UP THE CHALLENGE

This visit was Pauline’s ‘maiden voyage’ to visit the projects supported by
CHI, so it seemed only right to let her tell you of her experience and
response to all she saw during our time in Uganda.

T

o say I was excited by this opportunity to visit the projects and
see what your donations do, first-hand, would be an
understatement. It certainly did not fail my expectations.
Driving from the airport to Masaka the smell of warm, burnt earth
was the thing I noticed most, along with the red dust from the road
which covered everything. The lushness of the green landscape was
another surprise – my stereotypical brain had all of Africa as desert!

R

everend Canon Patrick was our host and
it was quickly obvious to me that he was
a man with a huge heart for people and
God. Going out to the villages with him
during our visit totally confirmed that.
Everywhere we went people knew him, with
or without his dog collar. Children rushed
to be near him, he knew everyone by name
and it really was very moving to hear him
tell afterwards of the struggles of the
families concerned. His response to their
suffering was very evident in his eyes.
Patrick with one of our children

I

loved every moment of the trip, even the dusty and muddy ones.
We visited so many projects, spoke to so many people and were
hugged by many more. I wish you could see for yourselves the gratitude
which we were shown for your generosity. Continuously we confirmed
it was God they needed to be thanking as He was working through you,
our supporters, as a response to their needs and prayers.
My personal highlight was
meeting Kevin, the young
lad my family sponsors, but
meeting all the sponsored
children, watching them
pray for their sponsors,
listening to their stories,
meeting their families,
seeing their ‘homes’, was
hugely moving and many a
time I had to blink away
Pauline meeting Kevin
the tears. Your response,
be it praying, sponsoring a child, donating for school lunches or a Bible,
every single kind act is magnified by their gratitude.
I have never before seen such a love of God amidst such abject poverty.
I think I should have felt pity for the people in the situations I saw the dark rooms with no electricity; the roofs which would never
withstand a light shower let alone the torrential rains which hit whilst
we were there; the shoeless children running along the streets; but all
I felt was a huge admiration for them - their sense of love for their
community; their amazing praise of God and their overwhelming love of
the CHI sponsors and supporters, whom they had never met but knew
brought them hope every day.
Without a doubt I was sad to leave Uganda, to leave the people I had
met there; to leave the sights and smells; the crazy taxi bikes and
street vendors offering pineapples and peanuts. I have definitely left
a big part of my heart in Uganda, but rest assured, with your continued
support, the work of CHI there will continue and will keep making a huge
difference to all those lovely people. I know that their big hearts and
strong faith will help them face the huge challenges that they encounter
on a daily basis, and coupled with our prayer and support, their futures
will look brighter.

A

s we bemoan the loss of freedom Covid 19 has inflicted on us it is easy
to forget how much harder the situation is for so many in developing
countries. Lucky to eat once a day under normal circumstances, lockdown
has meant instant hunger as they are prevented from going out to find a
day’s work. Without the safety net of social security and food banks, many
are starving.
A Pastor’s pay is a percentage of the offering at their church on a Sunday.
Without church services they and their families are also going hungry.
Nevertheless, concerned for the physical and spiritual health of their
communities, our partners have been crying out for help.
These are extracts from some of the emails we received.
“….We're simply OVERWHELMED by the situation and have been praying for
Divine opening as we keep our knees on the floor. As a Diocese we're no
longer in position to cope with the overwhelming hunger ……. we await any
Heavenly intervention.”
“……..To be sincere, in countries like Uganda many will not die of coronavirus but
rather lack of social basic services, food first!
No worship in Church for the next 32 days. We don't have the communication
systems that can let us reach out to many with the gospel messages”
“…..Also we want to appeal on
behalf of many Rwandan including
the children you are supporting for
prayers and also if able for support.
So many people have been hit with
lost of jobs and now left with no
food…………”

Before lockdown, watching over the family meal

SO HOW COULD
WE RESPOND?

F

irst we prayed, then we launched an Emergency Appeal. We dipped
into our limited reserves to enable us to
quickly, and then
we prayed some more. It was over to you our loyal supporters. We could
only hope you would
to this need.
was beyond our wildest dreams and to date we have, in
Your
total, sent £10,000 to a number of projects, making God visible as food
rations were distributed by the church to those in most need. The list
below is a typical ration which costs about £25 and lasts a family around
two weeks:
Provisions awaiting distribution

10 kg of maize flour.
10 kg of beans
5 kg of rice
3 kg of sugar
2 big bars of soap
1 jug of cooking oil.

D

ue to the lockdown very little feedback has been possible, but this is
what our partners have said:

“I take this opportunity to thank you for what you have done. The children
and their parents are very thankful for your support for food provision
May the Almighty God bless you and protect you all.”
“Your timely help and support at such a crucial
time in the history of our world in general and
our country in particular. So profoundly
appreciated.
How we pray that such acts of mercy and
kindness by God's people through CHI Family UK”
may never be forgotten above!!!!

Thank you
Collecting food

For responding so
generously to their needs

S

eeing the value of sponsorship in action was a huge highlight of the visit
to Uganda for me. Seeing the benefit of the Saturday projects run by
Mariam in Kitengeesa and David at Kijjabwemi, added a whole new
dimension to how important the sponsorship is for these children. It gives
them some time together as a group where they are safe, fed both spiritually
and nutritionally and allowed to have fun, play games and learn crafts and
skills.
We met Leticia at the Saturday project. Leticia is a
relatively new addition to the sponsorship programme.
Rev Canon Patrick ‘found’ her whilst he had stopped
for a coffee in town. She approached him to sell him
some bananas. Patrick’s huge heart was engaged
as she told him how she had to sell 50p worth each
day to keep her self and mother afloat. He asked for
her story and she took him to meet her mother who
had a small place in the market selling a meagre
amount of fruit and vegetables. After finding out more,
Patrick invited them to come to the Saturday Project
Christmas Party the next day at church and also
requested Leticia be put forward for sponsorship.
Before we had found a sponsor, Patrick had relayed
their story to his church, who collected funds to enable
Leticia’s mother to buy a reasonable stock for her
market stall. Fortunately we were able to find a
sponsor for Leticia quite quickly and now she no longer has to sell bananas.
She can go to school everyday, her
fees are paid. Her mother’s mental
health has improved. She now has
hope for the future. Leticia spends her
Saturdays at the project. She no longer
needs to sell fruit and vegetables to
ensure they have enough money for
fees and food. Life is looking up for
them both - God has not forsaken them.
They can see that now. Sponsorship
is a wonderful way of putting God’s will
into action. It changes lives and is a
great response to the needs of others.

Visiting the homes of some of our sponsored children whilst in Uganda
was something I knew was on our agenda but I was, in reality, totally
unprepared for the experience.
mmanuel, 9 years old, caught my eye immediately at the
Saturday morning project, he sang and danced during the
hymns, he prayed sincerely and he smiled continuously. He
made eye contact from the very start, while so many were
so very shy, only looking at us when they thought we were
not looking at them.
When it was time for porridge and play he was busy showing
us his plastic bottle propeller toy, hugging us, trying to share
his mandazi (doughnut type bun) and generally being really
cute. He wrestled with Ian and hugged Carmen and I. He
burrowed securely into our
hearts. I imagined such a friendly young man would
have a fairly average family life, poor of course, but
relatively carefree in the great scheme of African life.
Later on we visited his home. I was not at all prepared
for what I saw and learnt. We approached a concrete
building, broken windows but the unmistakable
smiling Emmanuel in the open doorway. He was so
evidently happy to see us, and invited us in. The room
was dark, no electricity, some shelves holding various
necessities, cups, cooking utensils etc. and there was
a sofa bed. On the bed was Emmanuel’s father, a very thin man, looking much older
than his actual years I imagine. He had his right lower leg in a plaster cast. We were
told that Emmanuel’s mother abandoned them when Emmanuel was 3 months old,
leaving his father to bring up a baby alone. Now bed bound, Emmanuel is his father’s
sole carer. He does all the cooking and caring for his father.
They rely solely on charity from neighbours and the church as there are no welfare
benefits available in Uganda. Emmanuel is sometimes late for school as he has chores
to do, but his sponsorship is his lifeline. It gives him the normality of going to school,
of wearing a uniform of belonging, and it provides lunch. He attends the Saturday
project, where lunch is provided, and church on Sunday. Sponsorship enables him to
escape from the reality of a life that no 9 year old
should have to live. Sponsorship will give Emmanuel
an education and a stairway to a more stable life.
Sponsorship gives Emmanuel hope. Sponsorship is a
response to his prayers.
e

E

Paulin

For Just £15 A month
YOU can respond to the prayers of
children like Leticia or Emmanuel.

www.christianhope.org.uk/sponsorship or contact the office

I

nitially started by Patrick as extra support for the Ugandan sponsored
children at the weekend to feed them both spiritually with bible study,
hymns and prayer, and nutritionally with breakfast and lunch, the
Kijjabwemi Saturday Project is a runaway success, and of course with
Patrick’s huge heart, when other children come along, also in need of
support, they are welcomed with open arms. The children are also taught
craft and tailoring skills to enable them to provide for themselves in the
future and have the opportunity simply to have fun, a luxury for most of
them. Currently approximately 200 children attend the project on Saturdays
- we have 141 sponsored children in Uganda!!
This has meant that the sponsorship funds are no longer sufficient to
support the ongoing costs of this invaluable Youth Mission.
Having seen, first-hand, the importance of the Saturday Project, having
seen the homes and worries the children escape from, having seen what
a safe haven the project is, we at Christian Hope feel that this is an
important youth outreach project, and one that warrants support in its own
capacity and with independent funding from our Spiritual Growth Fund.
Some Bibles, hymn books and other educational materials have already
been provided together with sewing machines for vocational training,
however, the additional ongoing costs of approx. £300 still need to be met.
That’s just £1.50 per child per month!!
Additional items such as sports and musical equipment would be a huge
bonus should the funds became available.

Children are fed spiritually and nutritionally

Every RESPONSE prayerful or financial will help ensure this
project continues. If you would like to make a regular donation
please speak with us 01708 377795 or
email: accounts@christianhope.org.uk

Playtime at the Saturday Project

M

any of the sponsored children
received solar lights thanks to
your donations. Not having to use
candles or kerosene lamps saves
money, improves their health, their
eyesight and reduces the dirt in their
homes. One guardian said, our food
tastes better, before it tasted of
kerosene!!!
In their tiny rooms, often without
windows, the impact of these lamps
cannot be overstated.
This project, like all our projects,
is ongoing, just £10 will provide a
lamp for a family in need.
Jonathan is delighted with his lamp

“Don’t stay too long in these classrooms,
the jiggers and fleas are a big problem

T

hese were the opening words of Ron, the deputy
head teacher as he showed us around Kabwami
School. Fleas we are all familiar with, Jiggers are nasty
little critters who burrow into the skin between your toes
to lay their eggs. We were lucky; we had shoes. Jiggers
thrive in the dust which forms the floors of these
classrooms. It would only take a few bags of cement to
solve this problem.
But of course this is not the only problem faced by this
church school. Despite the fees averaging £5 per term,
only around 30% of the 339 students can afford to pay.
There are no windows and only one classroom has a
door, and so the children share that room with the firewood to keep it secure.
The holes in the walls ensure noise
travels easily between classrooms
and many of the children are tired
and lethargic with hunger.
Despite this, the standard of
teaching was impressive, although
we were told the teachers lack
motivation due to the poor
conditions in which they live
(teachers live on site at most
schools in Uganda) and work . There is currently no electricity to this site,
although hydro electricity is available close by and they could be connected.
The small water tank is cracked and insufficient for the school community,
and so the children must each bring a jerrycan to school. They then walk
3 km each way to fetch water before lessons can start.
Compared with some schools we have visited, the structure at Kabwami
is actually fairly sound, and the roof only needs some repairs; it could be
worse!!!.

Donate - by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

S

o what are the priorities and how should we
respond to these needs?

We could provide the children with shoes, but
shoes get lost and wear out. It would be better
to provide a floor!
Teachers and students alike are motivated by
the thought of some lunch, although currently few eat more than
one ‘meal’ a day. We would love to respond by providing lunch for
a term…. or maybe a year!!
Safe water is a basic human right. Two water tanks fed by rain water
from the roof would provide for this school.
Of course, however bad their situation, all children love to have fun,
and so in true CHI style (Causing Havoc Intentionally), we threw in
some tennis balls and had some fun.

Then we left, promising to consider how we could help. Our response to these needs
is dependent on your response to this magazine.
One last thought to leave you with. This is a church school….. they own just ONE BIBLE.
Giving our partners a platform to spread the Gospel is our priority. We WILL be sending
funds for some Bibles

HOW WILL YOU RESPOND ?

A

s I sit in an empty office with no one to share a coffee and biscuit, bandy
ideas or even have some friendly banter, it is a challenge to know what
to put on a caring and sharing page. Social lives may have been put on
hold, pictures from your events now non-existent, but it’s important to
remember it could be so much worse.
As we sit in our comfortable homes with food delivered to our doors our
hearts break for those families we visited just a few short weeks ago.
Lockdown for these families in one small dark room, often without a window,
without food, or any means of buying it as work is impossible during
lockdown, is a situation we can barely imagine.
Our partners tell us starvation is a bigger threat than
Coronavirus, and so we respond by doing what we
can to provide food for those in most need.
But what will the long term impact be? Once life
begins to return to normal the projects we planned
to support will suffer as fund raising events have
been cancelled, as have all speaking engagements.
The regular coffee mornings and soup lunches held
to raise funds for the work of CHI have come to an
end (for now). As you can imagine this all has an
impact on the support we will be able to offer our
partners.
If your groups, lunches, gym membership etc have been cancelled, could
you respond by donating the money you have saved, to help CHI continue
our work in Rwanda and Uganda? And so, instead of the usual pictures
from your fundraising events I leave you with this question.
How will YOU respond to the prayers of those in need during
this challenging time. Will you share your blessings?
hilst we cannot currently visit your church or group, we are working
on a presentation which we can deliver via Zoom, this will be
interactive, with an opportunity for questions at the end.
If you have enjoyed quiz nights, prayer meetings
etc using Zoom then you will be able to invite us to
speak about the work of CHI and our recent visit
to Uganda. Please get in touch by phone or email
if this would be of interest to your church or group.

W

Email: accounts@christianhope.org.uk Phone: 01708 377795

T

he subject of death is always a tricky one. Most of us are
reluctant to face our own mortality. However as we all
know….

Nothing can be certain except death and taxes

If you own your own home today then the likelihood is that
when you die your estate will be subject to inheritance tax. However, did
you know that if you choose to leave at least 10% of your estate to charity,
the rate of tax is reduced!!

What a wonderful way to beat the tax man.
Legacies are vital to the ongoing work of many charities and for small
charities like CHI a legacy can have a huge impact on the lives of those in
need.

There are several ways CHI can benefit after your death

Legacy

Include a legacy to Christian Hope International
in your will, generally or, for a specific project.

DONATIONS

Leave instructions that any donations made in your
memory should be used to support the work of
Christian Hope International.

Previous legacies have been used to:
● Provide livestock, school uniforms, education and vocational training
materials.
Wealth is worthless in the day
● Repair homes and schools.
of wrath, but righteousness
delivers from death.
● Fund Christian Youth camps.
Proverbs 11:4
● Fund a Parish Project
If you feel God is calling you to support His work through CHI in this way
please speak to your solicitor or call the office for further advice.

A legacy gift will ensure that today’s
Christian work continues into the future.

I

t is hard to think about Christmas sat in our very warm office in the middle of
June, but what better time to write your cards and buy your virtual gifts than
during lockdown?
As Covid 19 restricts our time in the office, and our ability to trade ideas we
must say a HUGE thank you to Carol who has been busy working at home to
ensure you have a 2021 calendar and some new Christmas card designs to
choose from this year.

CARD packs
Pack 2

Pack 1

Each card is 6” x 4” and printed on high quality card.
Each pack contains 6 cards and envelopes.
Packs 1 - contains 2 of each silhouette
design

We suggest a
donation of £3
per pack

Pack 2 - Contains one of each of the
featured designs

TO ORDER - contact the office, or visit our website
where the designs can be viewed in more detail.

2021 calendar

W

ith a whole load of new pictures from our recent
visit to Uganda we thought ‘Cute Kids’ would
make a lovely theme for the 2021 CHI calendar.
Guaranteed to cause an ahhhh every month.
Why not order two? They make a lovely gift for a
friend

This inspiring calendar can be yours for a
suggested donation of £3 each or two for £5
Order today through the website or by phoning
the office
These cards are produced ‘in house’ so 100% of your donation for every
item ordered benefits those in need, and helps
BRING THE TRUE MESSAGE OF CHRISTMAS
through the work of CHI.

D

uring the financial year ended 31st March 2020 your donations enabled
almost £118,000 to be sent, to directly benefit those in need in Rwanda
and Uganda. So how was your money spent?
to
nance
e
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ngs
Child Sponsorship,
and m
b u i l di
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e p a ir s
o
R
h
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s
Gifts & celebrations
h and
churc

0
£1000
Livestock and
Agriculture For
self-sufficiency

£62000
Youth mission & spiritual support

£5800
Vocational training, school
materials & general
school support

£21000

£6700
Health Care & safe water

£12500

A slow start to 2020, possibly because of Covid 19!!
RAISED TO DATE - please keep collecting

£230
THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change box.
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