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ur daily lives are shaped by the choices we make, some insignificant, others
potentially life changing. Sometimes these choices are easy at other times
a leap of faith.
How we choose to deal with disputes with family, friends and neighbours can
shape our lives.

Forgiveness is often the hardest choice of all.
After the genocide in Rwanda many returned home to find themselves living next
door to those who had murdered members of their family. The ‘madness’ that
gripped this country saw friends and neighbours turn on each other simply because
of their ethnicity. The dark days of the Genocide must have seemed endless for
those who lived through it. However, unlike so many African countries, Rwanda
has not remained a place of unrest and violence. So how has Rwanda recovered
and moved forward to become the peaceful, progressive country it is today?
The church in Rwanda works tirelessly to bring reconciliation. The work we support
assists them in this aim. When we visit, we meet many who were on opposite sides
during the genocide, living peacefully side by side. They walk down the street hand
in hand; they work together to improve their communities; they have chosen to
forgive and, as they tell us, let God be the judge. What an amazing faith that equips
them to make this choice.
Rwanda has come a very long
way in the 25 years since the
genocide but, with so many still
uneducated and living in poverty,
there remains so much to be
done.
Through projects to improve
health and education, and equip
families and communities as they
Tending the church garden…
move towards self-sufficiency,
…together
CHI chooses to support our
partners as they work to spread
the gospel, improve lives and bring reconciliation in their communities.
We do not receive government funding and, as a faith based charity, many sources
of grant funding are closed to us. In order to continue this work we need you to
choose to support CHI through your prayers and donations.
He brought them out of darkness, the utter darkness, and broke
away their chains.
Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his
wonderful deeds for mankind,
Psalm 107: 14-15

Donate by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

T

hank you to all who chose to join us at the AGM in
November. We saw a good turnout despite a number of
‘regulars’ being unable to attend.
We bade farewell to Keith Root who has chosen to ‘retire’ from his role of
trustee after many years of loyal service to CHI. We feel
sure he will continue to support the work in prayer.
We also welcomed, as a new trustee, James
Olandunjoye. James worships, and is employed part
time, at St Paul’s Harold Hill. He is married to Tombre
and they have two boys. Originally from Nigeria, James
settled in the UK in 2005. We look forward to working with
him and feel sure he will be a valuable asset to the team.

I

n December the CHI team travelled to Woking to meet with Chantal
Mbanda, wife of the recently appointed Rwandan Archbishop, Laurent
Mbanda
Chantal is president of the Mothers Union in Rwanda and oversees the
Gasabo child sponsorship project.
It was a productive meeting and an
opportunity to address some of the
challenges faced both here, and in
Rwanda. We praise God that our
close relationship with our partners
allows for open and frank discussions
which, in turn, lead to better relations
and improved projects.
We look forward to working closely
with Chantal and the Archbishop in
the coming years.

C

hristian Hope International seeks to bring the true hope only found in Jesus Christ
along with practical support to those in need in Africa and, through links with other
Christian charities, to Eastern Europe. The example of Jesus and his teaching are the
motivation for our work.
Working in partnership with the Christian Community in the ‘Developing World’ we seek
to glorify God by providing practical aid, resourcing community projects and enabling
children to receive a good education through child sponsorship.

Y

ou may remember in our July - Oct ‘19 magazine an article on Nkondo
Parish, Rwanda. The community, encouraged by receiving goats, had
built a nursery school. Your generous donations provided the doors and
windows. At the time we told you

There are many things still required at this nursery:
Chairs & tables - - Classroom materials - Play Equipment - - Toilets!!!….. To name but a few!!!

Many chose to donate to this work and today we are delighted to report
that the classrooms are complete, a water tank has been installed and
new separate toilet blocks have been built for the children and staff.

THANK YOU FOR
TO
BE THE ANSWER TO THEIR
PRAYERS

B

ut that is not all. as your donations continued to be received, funds were
sent to provide play equipment and classroom materials.

After
Before

Teacher, Olivier Nizeyimana said:
“

What a joy to see these
children running and
playing, with pictures to
colour and notebooks...
..BALANCED ON THEIR
KNEES!!!
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if these children had tables and chairs???
They require 160 chairs and 27 tables.

CHAIR £7

TABLE (to seat 6) £10

WHAT WILL YOU CHOOSE ?

x
Land 26th 2 pm
Approx
safari area

x Arrive 26th, evening - Kijjabwemi

x Kaleere parish

A

s this magazine lands on your doormat Ian, Pauline and Carmen will
be leaving for Uganda.
The three week trip which commences on 25th February, will enable time
to be spent with the sponsored children and visits to all the projects
supported over the last four years. There will also be some fact finding
visits to areas that may be chosen for future support. The trip will end with
a three day safari in the Queen Elizabeth National Park (at our own cost
of course).
You can join us on our travels via facebook and a blog, which will also be
available on the website. Your messages and prayers are very welcome
during the trip as home can sometimes feel a long way away.
Whilst these trips are a very necessary part of the work, they can also be
a financial burden on the charity. You can choose to share this burden by
making a donation to CHI.
Included with this magazine is a leaflet showing our itinerary to help focus
your prayers for us and, if you choose to participate, help raise some funds
towards the work of CHI.

Donate - by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk
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W

e had a good response to the Christmas fund raiser to
provide solar lamps for those in need.
Thank you to everyone who took part, and for your beautifully
coloured trees, which certainly added a festive touch to our office.
On the next page you will read testimonies from some of those who received
support. What struck us was that not only have these families received light,
but the disproportionate health and financial benefits that have been seen
as a result of such a small intervention.
We hope and pray that you will choose to continue to care and share your
blessings ensuring many more families to benefit from this project.

T

hank you to Trish who held a Pie & Puzzle party. Unfortunately she
forgot to take any photos; obviously too busy having fun. Trish told us
it was a great success and all who attended enjoyed the evening.
To our knowledge this is the only Pie & Puzzle party held
so far, unless you know different!!! So if you are a CHI rep,
belong to a group, or just have a few friends who would
like to get together, why not hold an event to raise funds
for CHI.
After all, having some fun with friends is a great way of beating the winter
blues. Please remember to take some photos and let us know how it goes.
These are just a few ideas. Which one will you choose???
C U PPA
C AK E &
OON
A F T ER N

SOUP LUNCH

UZZLE
P IE & P
PAR T Y

You, Lord, are my lamp; the Lord
turns my darkness into light.
2 Samuel 22:29

T

he first distribution of funds for the solar light project has been made.
Each of the seven Dioceses with which we partner have received £500.
It is their decision as to the type of light they purchase. Some have chosen
to gift a large number of students with a very basic light, others a smaller
number with a lamp that will also charge a mobile phone (a vital means of
communication in remote villages). Others have provided a lighting pack
for the home.
As photos and testimonies start to be received it is clear that each light has
benefits far beyond those we could have imagined. “My children no longer
have sore eyes”-“My home is cleaner”-“Our food no longer tastes of kerosene”.
These are just some of the comments made in the testimonies received.
Will YOU choose to help more families benefit?
In Kibungo Diocese Mukamana Jackeline the parent of
Niyigena Jeanne Said:
“ I live with my husband with 8 children and we are
members of the Baptist Church. It was a big challenge for
us to obtain light during the night and this was a big barrier
for our children to review their lessons and do their home
works, but now the light received by Niyigena Jeanne is not
only the solution to the problem of darkness during the
night but also the solar light help us charge our cell phone.
We are very thankful to God and to the Anglican Church
and its partners for the provision of these solar lights given
to our children studying at Sholi primary school”
Kibira Herman a P5 pupil at Kaleere said:
"I can now do all my homework with this
lamp. My brothers and the grandmother
benefit from the light my lamp provides. My
grandmother no more has a problem of
buying paraffin. God is good. I also was
saved from being punished every morning
by the teachers whenever I had failed to do
my homework. With this lamp I can do
everything as required by my teacher.
Thanks to our beloved sponsors".

This testimony was received from Butare Diocese.
“My name is Ndayisenga Wellars. I’m married with a wife
and 3 children. We are very happy to have
solar lamps and give thanks to our supporter
and our Church. These lamps are very much
helpful as they provide the light needed in
the evenings and nights. Before we resorted
to candles which were expensive and not
clean.
From the day we were given solar lamps, our
children easily have been reviewing their
studies in the evenings and we adults can
take time to read the Bible.
In short, we are very much fortunate and
grateful to have solar lamps”

The alternatives to solar power, for those who can
afford it, are kerosene lamps or candles. Both are
dirty, expensive and affect the health of the families.
"And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light."
Genesis 1:3

Receiving lamps in Gasabo Diocese

E

very year CHI send
funds to each of our
sponsorship projects to
enable a Christmas
celebration to be held
for the sponsored
children. A time of
worship and food for
youngsters who rarely
have anything to celebrate.

Kibungo

Gasabo

Will 2020 be the
year YOU
to know
the joy of giving
the gift of
sponsorship to a
child in need?

Kijjabwemi
Cheers from Byumba

J

ust before Christmas we received this email from Pastor Patrick in
Kijjabwemi, Uganda, recounting the story of his meeting with Leticia:

“On Tuesday I was in Masaka town at the Internet café and there came a little
smiling girl with a basket full of ripe yellow banana.
She bravely approached me, though I seemed a little bit resistant to her request.
She asked me to buy some of her bananas, but this was not in my plans or in
my budget. She persisted on and her persuasive talk attracted me to her. She
narrated the story of why she is selling the bananas at the age of eight years.
She told me that she has never seen her father since he abandoned the family
when she was only 2 years (as told to her by the mother).
Now Mum told her to make sure she makes a profit of not less than 2,000
Uganda shillings (approx 50p) everyday, for their day's survival and her fees for
next term.
Leticia went on telling me how badly she felt when others were given end of
year academic reports and she didn't get hers, because Mum didn't clear the
fees. As we continued with a sharing of about 40 minutes, I came to know that
the mother is HIV/AIDS positive, which resulted in psychiatric complications!
I was finally moved into tears and I asked her
to take me to her Mum who is having a small
stall in the town central market. As I was
sharing with the Mum, she all of a sudden burst
into tears and I was warned by the neighbours
not to continue with my questions because she
will get more confused instead.
I chose to invite them as our special guests at
the Christmas Party for our sponsored
children”.
We have also learnt Leticia does
most of the household chores when
her mother is sick. She has just one
brother of 11 years,
Not surprisingly she has been
added to our ever growing list of
children awaiting sponsorship.

Will you CHOOSE LETICIA
to be YOUR CHILD??
Just £15 A month

I

n September Canon Eriab, in Rakai, Uganda asked if we could assist as
the youth conference had been put off twice due to a lack of funds.
Bringing God’s Word to young people is a fundamental aim for the work of
CHI and so £825 was sent to enable this conference to finally take place.
Canon Eriab wrote:
We received 273 youths, though we had anticipated over 300.
67 youths accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour for the first
time and 143 renewed their commitment to Jesus Christ.
CHI facilitation enabled us to register such a big achievement in
numbers of the Youths who committed their life to Christ.
The Archdeaconry Youth Secretary described the CHI sponsorship as
a GIFT FROM GOD because they were almost failing due to funding.
The Youth had shown the wish to participate but the money required
was a big problem. He said:
“If it wasn’t for CHI, those who committed their lives to Christ wouldn’t
have done so, Thank you Canon for those good friends.”

Enthusiastic worship

Unfortunately a similar
request from another project
had to be declined due to a
lack of funds.
Will you choose to help us
make an Easter event
possible by donating today??

Hands up if you are choosing to give your lives to Christ

T

he subject of death is always a tricky one. Most of us are
reluctant to face our own mortality. However as we all
know….

Nothing can be certain except death and taxes

If you own your own home today then the likelihood is that
when you die your estate will be subject to inheritance tax. However, did
you know that if you choose to leave at least 10% of your estate to charity,
the rate of tax is reduced!!

What a wonderful way to beat the tax man.
Legacies are vital to the ongoing work of many charities and for small
charities like CHI a legacy can have a huge impact on the lives of those in
need.

There are several ways CHI can benefit after your death

Legacy

Include a legacy to Christian Hope International
in your will, generally or, for a specific project.

DONATIONS

Leave instructions that any donations made in your
memory should be used to support the work of
Christian Hope International.

Previous legacies have been used to:
● Provide livestock, school uniforms, education and vocational training
materials.
Wealth is worthless in the day
● Repair homes and schools.
of wrath, but righteousness
delivers from death.
● Fund Christian Youth camps.
Proverbs 11:4
● Fund a Parish Project
If you feel God is calling you to support His work through CHI in this way
please speak to your solicitor or call the office for further advice.

A legacy gift will ensure that today’s
Christian work continues into the future.

T

he amazing
response of so
many of our knitters
and crocheters to the
25th Anniversary
challenge saw a
large and colourful
display of blankets at
the AGM, and this
was only some of the
wonderful creations that have continued to pour into our warehouse. We
only wish we could have displayed them all.
A huge thank you to Carol who not only designed the patterns but,
painstakingly labelled all the blankets that were displayed with the name
of the donor.
Can you spot your blanket????

S

adly for us Dorothy, who has corresponded
with so many of you over the years, has
chosen to hang up her pen and retire from her
role as chief letter writer to all our stitchers.
Fortunately for us, Val Dobson has agreed to
give up her packing role to share the
correspondence with Trish. We expect the
normal high standards will be maintained.
We welcome Natalie Broad
on to the packing team
where she will join Val
Hardyman, Joan, John and
Peter. If you live locally,
Saying goodbye to Dorothy
could spare a couple of
hours on alternate Fridays, are reasonably fit and would
like to be part of this team, please get in touch with the
office.
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Val Dobson

Thank you Deidre for this story which we are delighted to share:
25 years ago I was on holiday in Uganda just as the atrocity in Rwanda was
happening, and when I read about your challenge I started to make a
blanket.
About the same time I went to my friends’ knitting group to show them how
to join squares, and ended up coming home with bags of crocheted squares
ranging from 1 inch to 12 inches. They had been put on the Internet by a
lady whose Mother had died leaving unfinished work. She had put in so much
work I felt I had to complete her task.
I have just completed my own challenge and have made 8 blankets for the
25 year challenge. I hope she is looking down and feeling pleased with them.
She will have helped some people keep out the cold this winter.
If her daughter reads this, I’d like to thank her for her Mother’s work.

Deidre with her blankets

T

he quantity of knitted items arriving through our doors this year has
been so great that we requested Mission Without borders to make a
second collection in October. A total of 636 sacks and boxes were
dispatched to those in need in Eastern Europe just in time to provide
warmth for the winter. We hope to receive some photos very soon.

During the year ended 31st DEC 2019
YOUR BOXES RAISED

£1395.16
THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change box.

Contact details
Hope House, The Elms Estate
Church Road, Harold Wood
Romford, RM3 0JU
United Kingdom

Office no: 01708 377795

Email addresses
Carmen Denham:
accounts@christianhope.org.uk
Pauline Davidson:
info@christianhope.org.uk
Paul Guyver:
paul@christianhope.org.uk
Ian Phillips:
sponsorship@christianhope.org.uk
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Paul Guyver
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Stitches of Hope
Val Dobson
Trish Nelson
Ray of Hope
Mark Galliers
Eileen Knowles
Office support
Ian & Carol
Phillips
Audrey Vinten
Trustees: Chairman Ian Phillips
Treasurer Tony Gibbs
Val Dobson
Grant Gooding
Trish Nelson
International James Olandunjoye
Christian Worldwide Aid
Steve Wheeler

Registered charity1061526
Patron: Rt.Rev.Stephen Cottrell
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CHI Magazine
The Magazine is published 3 times a year and is also available “on-line”. It is sent free
of charge to supporters and is published in accordance with our basis of faith. Articles
in the magazine may represent the ideas of the author and may not necessarily be
those of the charity.
Articles from this magazine are available for use in your church literature, but please
let us know before using them.

