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T

his edition of the magazine is packed with examples of individuals,
families and communities ‘moving forward’ in practical and spiritual
ways following support from Christian Hope International
Ÿ Read the continuing story of Mariam, the 72 year old widow who has
taken in two abandoned children in Kimwanyi, Uganda.
Ÿ Learn about Rosemary Nanyonga from Kaleere, Uganda who has set
up a small firewood business using some of the income she has earned
through the ‘Parish Project’ programme.
Ÿ Be encouraged by news of Francois, now aged 30, who was sponsored
for 11 years in Byumba, Rwanda.
Ÿ Rejoice at the feedback from the Youth Convention in Rakai, Uganda
attended by 267 young people.
None of this would have happened without the donations, support and
prayers of our individual, church and group supporters who have helped
us to fund projects that have begun the ‘move forward’ toward a brighter
future.
As a charity we too need to be ‘moving forward’. It can be very easy to
continue to do the things that we are
comfortable with and fail to listen to, or
follow, God’s lead. In Deuteronomy in the
Old Testament, Moses and the Israelites
were facing such a challenge as they stood
on the verge of the Promised Land. God
said ‘You have stayed long enough at this
mountain’ …… ‘Go in and take possession
of the land that the LORD swore he would
give to your fathers……
They needed to keep ‘moving forward’
and so do we, in whatever role we are called
Francois Muvunyi and his
to play in God’s great plan.
‘Irish potatoes’
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hristian Hope International seeks to bring the true hope only found in
Jesus Christ along with practical support to those in need in Africa,
the Middle East and Eastern Europe. The example of Jesus and his
teaching are the motivation for our work.
Working in partnership with the Christian Community in the ‘Developing
World’ we seek to glorify God by providing practical aid, resourcing
community projects and enabling children to receive a good education
through child sponsorship.

Charity chat
Eric Spink 22nd February 1927
to 27th June 2017

W

e were deeply saddened to hear of the death
in June of Eric Spink, aged 90 years . He was
a long term supporter and volunteer at Christian
Hope International from our earliest days. Under Vic
and Jan Bull he helped initiate the Child Sponsorship
programme (Ray of Hope) including the operating
systems and procedures for the project, many of
which are still in use today. In recent years he helped us with the dispatch
of the magazine and would regularly call in to see how we were doing. We
give thanks to God for his love and dedicated service for the Lord. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his wife, Irene, and their family.
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f you would like to hear what has been happening at CHI and how
we are moving forward in the coming year then please come along
to our AGM.

Christian Hope International AGM
Date: 28th October 2017
Time: 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Place: St Peters Church
Gubbins Lane, Harold Wood, RM3 0QA
This is an open meeting to which you are all very welcome. Come, meet
the staff and volunteers and hear about the work and achievements of
the last year and the plans for the next. Light refreshments will be
available.
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ave you ventured into the world of facebook? If you have why not visit
our page for the weekly prayer diary, photo’s and updates. We would
be delighted if you would leave us a message, post a picture
of your group, comment on our work, ‘like’ and ‘share’ our
posts. This is a great way to follow our news and help promote
the work of CHI.

KALEERE PARISH PROJECT
Rosemary Nanyonga’s story

D

Rosemary’s family outside their home

uring our visit to this remote
village in Uganda in 2016 the
CHI team visited the home of sixty
six year old Rosemary Nanyonga.
As well as the five orphans in her
care she also looks after her elderly
mother, reputed to be 98 years old.
Their small mud home was basic
and bare.

E

lderly grandparents are the sole carers of
orphaned children in 68 families in this
community. Initially CHI had funds to assist just
20. The elderly drew lots, would Rosemary be
lucky enough to receive assistance?
Praise God the first
piglets are born

S

he was
Anxious wait at
a n d ,
the
beneficiaries
after a short
selecton meeting
training
session in creating a cottage
garden
and
basic
animal
husbandry, she received seeds,
hoes, two hens and two piglets.
The first steps to becoming selfsufficient.

O

ne year later and the first piglets
have been born. The first is passed to
another family in need, the rest can be
kept or sold to generate a small income to
provide for the basic needs of this family.
So how has Rosemary used this income? A
new dress? A special meal with meat!!
Perhaps a mattress for a better nights
sleep?

Passing on the
first born piglet

The elderly beneficiaries have formed a savings and loan scheme

W

ith some of the income generated the elderly beneficiaries have
started their own savings and loan scheme. Each member
contributes a small weekly sum and in turn they can be granted a small
loan to help them move forward as they strive to become self-sufficient.
Far from ‘treating’ herself, we are told Rosemary has saved, taken a small
loan and invested in starting a small business, selling firewood to the local
community.
t is hoped the income from this
Selling firewood outside
business will enable Rosemary
her home
to provide not just for the basic
needs of her family but also for the
education of at least some of the
children in her care, and possibly
provide medical care when it’s
needed.
As more families are equipped;
More crops are produced
Health and nutrition improve
Income is generated
Basic needs are met
Children are educated
Communities move forward

I

YOU CAN BE A PART OF THIS ‘MOVE FORWARD’
FOR A BETTER TOMORROW........DONATE TODAY

Caring & sharing

T

he young people attending Pembroke Dock Messy Church certainly
embraced our Chicken Project and made good use of the materials
we provided. Their leaders Wendy and Graham told us;
“We joined in this project as part of our Lent Challenge this year,
the children really relished raising the money rather than giving up
chocolate or similar items and learned a lot about hunger in the
third world in the process.”

THANK YOU PEMBROKE DOCK MESSY CHURCH
Judith is our church representative at St Mark’s
church, Kempshott, she wrote:
“I am pleased to say that we ran
your H2O Appeal at St Mark’s
during April and managed to ‘buy’
4 Water Butts, 4 Jerry Cans and 3
Watering Cans. We also had a
successful colouring competition
running in conjunction”

If you would like
free materials to
support our
projects please
get in touch with
Carmen (contact
details on back page)

and we will do our
best to help you.

THANK YOU JUDITH AND ALL AT ST MARK’S
Are you holding an event for
CHI???
We would love to hear your
ideas and include your
event in our next magazine.
Don’t be shy. You may be
someone else's inspiration.

A HUGE apology to
Ross (Fern’s brother)
who we re-christened
Edmond in our last
magazine!!! We are
very sorry Ross and
we really do appreciate
all you do for CHI

Stitches of hope

A

nnie (Nancy) Fletcher began knitting for
charity in 1993 and had supported CHI
with her knitting since 2003. At the grand
old age of 102 she continued to knit
jumpers, while watching TV, at the rate of
about one a week making up the patterns
as she went. Apparently she fitted her
knitting in between, baking, reading, doing
crosswords and pottering in her garden.
She also enjoyed trips out to garden centres
Annie aged 100
and markets (to buy wool we assume!!).
Her daughter wrote, “she lived at home by herself and remained an
independent and feisty lady!!”. We are told she liked nothing better than a
good chat with friends.
Probably one of our oldest knitters, Annie passed away in April. She will
be sorely missed by her friends and family but the love she put into her
knitting lives on as her jumpers bring warmth and comfort to those in need.
Jumpers being received at an orphanage in Moldova
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Picture courtesy of Mission Without Borders

Than
k You

Sponsorship -

O

ccasionally we receive news of a previously
sponsored child and it is always encouraging
when we hear they are moving forward.
When Francois first came to the attention of CHI his
father had left the family and disappeared, his mother
had been killed during the Genocide in 1994 and the
children had been left to cope alone. Francois was
just 7 years old.
A young
He was sponsored through CHI from 2000 until he
Francois Muvunyi
finished secondary school in 2011.
Francois is now 30 years old and still lives with two of his sisters, he tells
us that since he left school he has:
Worked as a security guard
Saved money and borrowed from the bank to buy a small piece
of land and 3 cows (a cow is a symbol of wealth in Rwanda).
Cultivated various crops and is reimbursing the loan with
income from the milk and agriculture.
In 2013 he built a house
Income from the sale of his crops
and, as they breed, the calves,
will continue to provide for
Francois and his sisters. He tells
us they can
, which is one more than the
average Rwandan family can hope
for. By western standards these
may not be earth shattering
achievements but in Rwandan
culture he would be considered
extremely successful.
So is he resting on his laurels?
He told us his plans for the future
to:

Francois tends to his cows

Start a Boutique
Start a driving school
Marry his girlfriend

W

e have no doubt this enterprising young man will achieve anything
he sets his mind to, however it was a joy to also learn that he

is

We pray he
continues to move forward in his life and his walk with the Lord.
We were able to contact Christine who supported Francois for 11 years
through sponsorship and prayer. She said:
“I am absolutely delighted and quite moved to tears. It's
so wonderful to receive news and photos of Francois
and his life now ........... I would like him to know that
I'm very, very proud of him and so happy that he's well,
that he's a committed Christian and volunteering in
church ......... I send him love and continue to pray for
him. God is truly a generous and loving God.

YOU COULD PLAY A PART IN
- CHANGing lives for eternity

JULIET

FILS

NICOLE

An education really
is the route out of
poverty but,
without
sponsorship, many
youngsters will
never have that
opportunity.

If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,”
but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17In the
same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.
16

(James 2:16-17)

I am INTERESTED IN CHILD SPONSORSHIP
Your Name: ............................................................................................
Address:..................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
Post code:.....................................
Phone No.................................email......................................................

Phone 01708 377795 or visit our website @ www.christianhope.org.uk

RAKAI PARISH YOUTH CONFERENCE

T

he
first
Youth
Conference to be
held in Rakai Parish was
made possible through
YOUR donations.
It took place from 7th 10th September with the
theme taken from John
1: 29.
We are told over 267
youth aged from 10 to
25 attended and 51
surrendered their lives
to Jesus

“Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sins of the World” John 1:29
Cannon
Eriab
who
organised this event said:
“Your contribution has
enabled us to achieve
this success.
I fail to imagine how
we would be without
this contribution. We
thank you on behalf of
the entire community,
because any neglect to
the youth is real doom
to the church
All those who attended received a certificate.
Thank you so much.”
Peruth Babirye who had never attended a Youth Conference said:

"This is fantastic, we need this every holiday!"

ASP Baganzi Patience, The District
Police Commander - Rakai, was one
of the facilitators. We are told she
requested that this conference be held
bi-annually and that she would always
attend. She said:
"I feel blessed by my participation
into this conference. You are easing
our work by instilling discipline and
many other skills into the young."
Amon, aged 14, “just liked the
music and the Word.”

These events, bringing god’s word to
young people, rely on YOUR donations

Thank you

for making this possible

Mariam, ATINAH & IMRAN

I

n our last magazine we heard how Mariam, a poor widow, being barely
able to provide for her own needs and living in a single rented room, had
taken in two abandoned children, Atinah & Imran. How could we help with
our limited resources??? After prayerful consideration it was decided,
Mariam had stepped out in faith and we should do the same.

Meet Mariam. This is her story:
I was born on 11th Nov 1945 ... my mother
died while I was still a toddler, I was taken
in by my aunt. My father died in 1995... While
with my aunt I studied up to primary 3.
In 1956 I converted from Catholicism to the
Anglican Church and was confirmed.
In 1962 I was bought to Masaka by my elder
sister and in 1966 I married Edward
Kateregga, he had three children and God
blessed us with twins, together we raised five
children until he died in 1974.
In 1984 one of my twins died and the other died in 1987, the three
other children are in Kampala but rarely visit me.
I was saved at Kimwanyi Church in 1986 and I am now a member
of the choir and serve as an usher.
My hobbies are Singing, Drama, Fellowship, Prayer and Outreach
Ministry.
My skills are Weaving, Tailoring, Garden work and Farming.
Mother died while she was a toddler
Married at 21 - Widowed at 29

Excerts from a letter written
by Mariam and translated
by Rev Patrick Ssimbwa

Lost both children by the age of 42
This is not a happy story but it is all to familiar in Africa. Wonderfully
though, rather than abandoning their faith, blaming God for their
misfortune and giving up on life we see people like Mariam serving in
their churches, thanking God for each new day, giving more than they
have and stepping out in faith; doing their best and trusting the Lord
as they move forward.

CHI sent £2000 to build a home on Mariam’s
small plot of land

P

roviding this home will relieve the burden of paying rent, provide space
for the children and enable Mariam to grow crops, and possibly keep
livestock. This will help her to become self-sufficient as she provides for
the children.

to date your
donations have also
provided

Mattress and bedding for
Atinah & Imran
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Basic food supplies

Uniform and school
materials

We will continue to follow
the story of this family as they move forward.

2018 CALENDAR
Copies of the CHI calendar make a great gift and
are available for a suggested donation of

£3 each or 2 for £5
All proceeds go to the work of CHI.
Stunning new
Christmas card
designs for 2017
1 pack of 6 cards &
envelopes
(one of each design)

Suggested
donation £2.75
Each card 4” x 6”
From original paintings
designed free of charge
exclusively for CHI by
Mrs Angela Burton.

1

2
If you wish to order a Christmas Gift Card
through our shop, cards numbered 1 & 2 are
available. Please identify your card choice by the
number shown.
There are a selection of gifts on the enclosed flyer
and many more options on our website. Each gift
will bless someone in need.
Don’t forget we have a unique gift to suit all
interests. The ideal alternative to battling the crowds.
(Gift card size 6” x 8”)

All cards are
reproduced in house
ensuring your
donation supports the
work of CHI

Calling all Reps
Are you planning a fundraising
event?
Remember to promote our cards
and calendars
Is there anything we can do to
help ?
No donation is too small
Giving your time to help others
is a great gift

How are you using your gifts to
promote the work of CHI?
Organising a coffee morning or afternoon tea is
a great way to spend time with friends on a cold
winters day.
Inviting others to a soup lunch at home or church
is an opportunity for fellowship.
A bring and buy for CHI at your group
meeting can be an unexpected source of
Christmas gifts.

While you are having fun with friends you will
be blessing those in need with your donations

IN 2017 YOUR BOXES HAVE RAISED

£1046 THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change appeal box.

Contact details

WHO’S WHO?

Hope House, The Elms Estate
Church Road, Harold Wood
Romford, RM3 0JU
United Kingdom

Director
Paul Guyver
Publicity & Finance Carmen Denham
Accounts
Kevin Denham

Office no: 01708 377795

Office Volunteers:
Stitches of Hope
Dorothy Bowen
Trish Nelson
Ray of Hope
Eileen & Trevor
Anderson
Eileen Knowles
Office support
Ian & Carol
Phillips
Audrey Vinten

Email addresses
Paul Guyver:
info@christianhope.org.uk
Carmen Denham:
accounts@christianhope.org.uk
Sponsorship:
sponsorship@christianhope.org.uk
Web site: www.christianhope.org.uk
Christian Hope International
is a member of the
Evangelical Alliance and
Global Hand.
We are signatories to the
Red Cross Code of
Conduct.

Trustees: Chairman Ian Phillips
Treasurer Tony Gibbs
Val Dobson
John Harris
Trish Nelson
Keith Root
International
Christian Worldwide Aid
Steve Wheeler

Christian Hope

Registered charity1061526
Patron: Rt.Rev.Stephen Cottrell
Bishop of Chelmsford

CHI Magazine
The Magazine is published 3 times a year and is also available “on-line”. It is sent free
of charge to supporters and is published in accordance with our basis of faith. Articles
in the magazine may represent the ideas of the author and may not necessarily be
those of the charity.
Articles from this magazine are available for use in your church literature, but please
let us know before using them.

