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ow often do we hear our children’s cry of “I need…….” ? When the
reality is ‘need’ often means ‘want’, do they already have more than
they need?
Who hasn’t at some time lamented “I need a holiday”? But with our lives of
plenty what do we really need a holiday from? Our ‘needs’ are satisfied but
our desires are not.
Could you really begin to imagine your children constantly hungry or dying
from curable illnesses? Probably not. Food, shelter and medical care are
basic needs which many families living in true poverty are unable to provide.
Imagine if this world was as God planned. In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians
he wrote:
Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed,
but that there might be equality.
(2 Corinthians 8 v 13)

R

elatively speaking, in our unfair world we have plenty, when there are
so many whose basic needs are not met.

How much money would change your life? In Rwanda £30 would
provide a goat for a subsistence farmer, the first step on the road to
self-sufficiency, enabling the basic needs of the family to be met, motivating
and restoring dignity. Simply life changing.
Imagine that through God’s grace, YOU are
the person who meets that need.
At the present time your plenty will supply what
they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply
what you need. The goal is equality
(2 Corinthians 8 v 14)

Equality…. Can you IMAGINE !!!

I

s it not the responsibility of us all to care for
God’s people in need, wherever they may
be? So that….
“The one who gathered much did not have
too much, and the one who gathered little
did not have too little.”
(2 Corinthians 8 v 15)

THANK YOU for caring
THANK YOU for praying
THANK YOU for donating

Need or want!!

Please join us for our AGM

T

his is an informal, open event
to which you are all invited.
Meet the Team, learn how God
has blessed and challenged us
over the past year, and hear our
plans for the coming year.
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be
available.

@ St Peters Church
Gubbins Lane, Harold Wood
RM3 0QA
Date: Saturday 9th November
Time: 2.30 - 4.30pm

W

e are delighted that the number of sponsored children has grown
steadily over the last eighteen months. Please keep Mark, Ian, Paul
and Eileen in your prayers as they administer this ever growing workload.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind all sponsors that whilst your
children love to receive letters and photos from you, if you wish to send non
monetary gifts to your children they MUST be small, light and easily fit in
an A5 envelope (half an A4!!). Unfortunately the cost of sending mail and
the potential for problems with customs make it non viable to send larger
or weighty items. Small cash gifts are generally used to purchase livestock
for the family. If you sponsor a child in Burundi (child reference beginning
BUJ) remember that we cannot send anything by post. We can scan letters
and cards and send them by email and financial gifts are transferred
electronically but physical gifts cannot be sent. Please DO NOT SEND
them to us.

C

hristian Hope International seeks to bring the true hope only found in Jesus Christ
along with practical support to those in need in Africa and, through links with other
Christian charities, to Eastern Europe. The example of Jesus and his teaching are the
motivation for our work.
Working in partnership with the Christian Community in the ‘Developing World’ we seek
to glorify God by providing practical aid, resourcing community projects and enabling
children to receive a good education through child sponsorship.

W

hen we ask how a school intends to use funds sent through the School
Partners project, basic essentials for some of the poorest students as
well as helping provide equipment and maintain the buildings are the usual
responses. As you can imagine there are always more needs than funds.
So when in January we asked Gikonko School how they would like to use
the money we were due to send, you can imagine our surprise when they
told us they would like to use some to complete a home for a local widow!!!
The students had taken it upon themselves to assist this lady and were
prepared to sacrifice the support they were due to receive to purchase the
materials required. We were so moved by this selfless act we sent them
additional funds for the home.
Together, teachers and students had collected
stones………..

…..and cut and carried timber to build a roof.
The funds we sent enabled
the purchase of roofing
sheets, doors and windows
which the students
transported, like most things
in Africa, on bicycles!!!.

You may wonder why
they were
undertaking this task.
Read on and discover
Arivera’s story…..

My name is Nyirabavugirije Arivera, I am a 1994 genocide survivor.
Before genocide I was married and had three children. During genocide
my husband and children were killed, I was left alone without anything
because the house was completely destroyed and everything in it was
stolen. Life was hard. In 1997 the government managed to build houses
in a settlement, but they were not good. It was to save us who did not
have anywhere to live.
I lived in it since then. I had trauma and till now I suffer from permanent
headache. When I saw how the house was getting destroyed continually
without support, the headache got worse.
When I received good news that there are supporters
who decided to help me I was very happy. I was very
happy more than ever when I saw it reconstructed.
Hope for life was revived. I thank them very much,
may God bless them.
My message is to thank them. Thanks is all I have
to say. One thing I may tell them is to continue
supporting if they have means.
Thank you to have thought of me.

S

adly, 25 years on from the
genocide, this story is still
commonplace.
Imagine; struggling to rebuild
lives and suffering daily from the
trauma of horrific experiences. No
wonder for many all hope is lost.
That is why it is VITAL that this
work continues. Assisting our
partners in the church to restore
hope as they spread the Good
News.
R
Arivera and school leaders outside her new home
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“I didn’t realise God was all I needed, until God was all I had”
Quote from a genocide survivor who also lost everything.

S

unny summer days are most enjoyable
when they are shared with friends, cake
and a cuppa or two. So what a great idea
to invite your friends to a garden party and
George & Margaret in their garden
raise funds for CHI at the same time.
That is exactly what George and Margaret Smailes, from Romford
Evangelical Church, have been doing every year for the last five years.
They have friends with craft skills and so have a card stall, as well as a bring
and donate and a plant stall.
We are told the weather stayed fine this year and all donations were given
to support the work of CHI.

THANK
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With Autumn just around the corner, closely followed by chilly winter
days and, for many a feeling of isolation, why not hold a:

C U PPA
C AK E &
OON
A F T ER N

SOUP LUNCH

UZZLE
P IE & P
PAR T Y

The possibilities are endless, just use your imagination.
You could invite people to your home or, make it a church fellowship
opportunity. It doesn’t need to be hard work, tell everyone it is a charity
event and most will be more than willing to contribute. If required we
will happily provide some CHI magazines, flyers to help you advertise
and stickers to place on donation boxes (an empty tissue box works
well).
And remember to take some photos. Send them to us with your
donation, a little information about your event and maybe you will be
filling this space in a future magazine.

Don’t wait for someone else to take the initiative; be that
person. You may find it’s more fun than you imagined!!!

T

he holistic approach of the Parish projects appears to be working well
as lives are transformed practically and spiritually. On this page you can
read testimonies from some of the recipients in Gisanga Parish, Rwanda.
Japhet Twagirimana said:
" I am Japhet and I have four children. I benefited the
support from CHI, both a goat and seedlings for planting. I
have received avocados and oranges which I have planted.
I am waiting for them to grow. I am feeling very happy for
this program. At least now I feel that I am loved and cared
for. When my goat will reproduce I will sell some and share
others with my neighbours and pay a tithe to the Church. I
am now developing a real sense of meaningful life. Please
convey our heartfelt thanks to CHI.'

Emmanuel Murego lives with his
family in a poor, remote rural area in
Gisanga Parish. He is happy to have
received support and he said:

Berthe with her goats

Right; Bertha &
Pastor Celestine in
her garden

Emmanuel and his family with
Pastor Celestine

Berthe Mukankusi was given a goat, a Bible and
seedlings. Her goat has reproduced and she has
planted passion fruit which will be producing
a crop next year. She said:
“I am feeling confident with the
church support and with CHI special
contribution to transform our lives.
There is hope that my future will be
better. Praise God for what you are
doing. I hope as I will be gaining
money I will work on my house in
order to improve the living condition
of my family.”

I

t seems like a long time since our visit to Rwanda in Feb
2018 but the benefits of the support given on our return
are still growing.
When we met with Bishop Emmanuel in Byumba he told Bp. Emmanuel
us of the dream of the young people who formed the Youth Union. They
had been working and saving the few pennies they made with the vision of
starting a bakery to provide more employment opportunities for the youth
in the area.
We met with Ferdinand their president a very eloquent, educated young
man. Just a young child at the time, Ferdinand lost both parents in the
Genocide. He survived with support from the church.
He shared with us the research, the impressive business plan and told us
how, amazingly, these resourceful young people had saved £1000. The
Diocese had promised them the use of a building and some equipment and
made a financial pledge of £500 towards their costs.

Youth Union members
outside the church

On our return we unanimously agreed that CHI would donate the remaining
£2000 required to get this project underway. Trading commenced in April
2018. In a subsequent report on the Bakery Project Ferdinand wrote:
“We developed many thoughts on how we can live as young people a life that
gives us dignity and security, both spiritually and physically, surviving and
resisting today’s worlds temptations and trials……………….While we were
wondering how and when to be able to start, God sent visitors to Rwanda and
brought them to Byumba. These visitors were from Christian Hope
International. Indeed they were carrying with them a message of
HOPE……………At the time we were struggling to collect coins here and there,
and saying a lot of prayers, then we had a good news from our Bishop that our
prayers have been heard and answered.“

Today the Bakery employs 14 workers…WOW!! and we are told:
“The business is growing because it has created more jobs; more young people
acquire knowledge and skills that lead to competence of bakery making. Today
our regular clients are schools, people who have small restaurants and
individual families. The bakery has been able to pay all workers. The Bakery has
increased the level of youth participation in other spiritual activities such as
prayer life, praise and adoration, Bible Study, agriculture, sports and games.”

Stoking the oven

Mixing dough

I would like to conclude by thanking God and the church to have put the
youth ministry at heart. I thank Christian Hope International through
the Diocese to have supported the Byumba Youth Union in prayer and
finance to start and run a Bakery Project. The Youth Union members
are proud of holistic development. The Youths are thankful because
they experience some positive achievements. They also face some
challenges that push them to pray harder for the bright future with
positive changes.

Just Imagine…..

Your donation could support initiatives
like this, giving youngsters dignity,
security, and be an answer to prayer.
A job well done

Finished goods on sale in a
local shop

THANK
YOU

W

IMAGINE the life OF….

e didn’t sleep much last night, it rained
and our roof leaks, but praise God our
crops were watered, we may have food soon.
My eyes feel sore from studying in poor light but it is nearly exam time so it’s
important to work hard.
It’s still dark outside but it’s a long walk to school and I must not be late, how I
wish there was something to eat this morning. I have my pencil and books, I must
try hard not to drop them in the mud.
The ground is cool and wet, the red mud oozes between my toes
as I walk the tracks. I roll my tyre - it helps me move faster. I’m
looking forward to meeting my friends along the way. Maybe
we will have science today; it’s my favourite subject. I would like
to be a doctor one day then I can help the sick, maybe they
wouldn’t die like my dad; he had malaria. I wish we could have
afforded the medicine to make him better; I miss him so much.
If I was a doctor I could get food and then we wouldn’t be hungry
The sun is up now and the ground is drying; I can see the school
building ahead. I am happy to be going to school; education is
important. We squeeze five at our desk this morning, the seat
is wet from last night’s rain and if we stretch our legs our feet
can just reach the puddle in front of us.
Our teacher is kind, she calls the register, we are
learning maths and geography this morning but
after lunch we will learn science.
It’s just before break and the bursar comes to our
classroom. My heart is racing and my stomach feels
funny. When he calls my name I try to be brave. I
know my mum couldn’t pay my fees this week but I hoped no one would notice.
The ground is hot beneath my feet, my legs ache as I make my way home, I’m
hungry and thirsty but there’s no lunch today. My friends will be doing science
now, practicing for the exams, learning how to be doctors.
Mum is out looking for work. I sweep the yard and do my chores. I wonder if we
will have any food tonight. Maybe next week I can go to school and learn to be
a doctor.

…A child needing sponsorship

F

or so many children this is reality. One meal a day (if they’re lucky),
parents dead from treatable illnesses and being sent home from school
because they cannot pay the fees. This is a very common background story
for many of the children for whom CHI seek sponsorship.
Just Imagine, you could change that reality through sponsorship.
£15 per month provides:

All the fees and materials required to attend school
School lunch daily
Healthcare
Regular contact with the local pastor
Support for the entire family
BETTY is 10 years old, her father died of Typhoid
and Malaria in 2011.
We are told:
“Betty is very healthy, active and assertive, she
wants to become a Nursery Teacher. Social
Studies is her best subject. She is clever but is
very often sent out of school for lack of fees.
She did not do exams for term one this year
because of a lack of fees. She regularly
attends Sunday School”.

IMAGINE.. YOU COULD BE BETTY’s SPONSOR

Y

our support and prayers for the child you choose to sponsor does far
more than you can ever imagine. It is easy to quantify the practical
support, not so easy to imagine the impact on a child’s self esteem. When
asked about the difference sponsorship had made, one child (aged about
13) told us;

“before I was nothing, now I am valued like
other children”.
Contact the office or visit the website if you can imagine making a
child feel valued today.

A

s a rule we attempt to use this magazine to show the positive effect
your donations have in impoverished communities. We thank God for
every individual who supports God’s work through CHI be it in prayer,
volunteering, promoting the work or financially. However, in this world where
social media demands perfection in all things, we also have to face reality.
In our last magazine we appealed for further regular support for our Nurse+
Project. Unfortunately this has not been forthcoming and the decision has
regrettably been taken to cease support for one of the nurses.
Below is an extract from the email sent to our partners in Shyogwe, where
Angelique recently replaced Vietty. Can you imagine how they must have
felt when they received it?
The challenge now is to maintain support for the remaining three nurses.
Due to a decline in donations to our Nurse+ Project we have
been forced to consider the long-term future of this work.
It has regrettably been decided that, for the time being,
we must reduce the number of nurses supported through this
project.
After much prayerful consideration we regret to have to
inform you that we will be unable to support Angelique’s
salary beyond the end of June. We are working to increase
support for this project and pray that in the future we
may once again be in a position to offer support to Shyogwe
Health Centre.
Please pray for increased donations to this project as we
endeavour to maintain support for the remaining nurses,
including Brigitte at Gikomero.

Please continue to pray for this project
Waiting room at
Shyogwe HC

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry,
we do not lose heart.
Corinthians 4:1

T

he subject of death is always a tricky one, most of us
are reluctant to face our own mortality. However as we
all know….

Nothing can be certain except death and taxes

If you own your own home today then the likelihood is
that when you die your estate will be subject to
inheritance tax. However, did you know that the rate of
tax is reduced if at least 10% of your estate is left to charity!!

What a wonderful way to beat the tax man.
Legacies are vital to the ongoing work of many charities and for small
charities like CHI a legacy can have a huge impact on the lives of those in
need.

There are several ways CHI can benefit after your death

Legacy

Include a legacy to Christian Hope International
in your will, generally or, for a specific project.

DONATIONS

Leave instructions that any donations made in your
memory should be used to support the work of
Christian Hope International.

Previous legacies have been used to:
● Provide livestock, school uniforms, education and vocational training
materials.
Wealth is worthless in the day
● Repair homes and schools.
of wrath, but righteousness
delivers from death.
● Fund Christian Youth camps.
Proverbs 11:4
● Fund a Parish Project
If you feel God is calling you to support His work through CHI in this way
please speak to your solicitor or call the office for further advice.

A legacy gift will ensure that today’s
Christian work continues into the future.

Maisie’s latest
blanket

I

n a world that often writes off those who have
reached their senior years, we would like to celebrate all those ‘seniors’
who continue to save lives, knitting beautiful blankets and other garments
for those in need in Eastern Europe, where the almost unimaginably cold
winters can cost lives.
These pictures of Maisie, one of our knitters, celebrating her 100th birthday,
with friends from Romford Baptist Church just go to prove you are NEVER
too old to do God’s work.

Imagine what your garments mean to the recipients
These letters have just been received from Mission Without Borders
Thank you so much for these knitted blankets. The children from the camp
have received these blankets and have enjoyed this surprise saying that they
are soft, warm, and colourful. Thank you so much for your effort to make such
beauties! Thank you for the joy you brought to the children.
With love from the team, Angela R.
We thank you for the knitwear that
we received. It is very beautiful and
nicely coloured. It gives our home
a joyful touch. The children are very
delighted by this blessing. May God
bless you and reward you.
Love Gusa family

Donate by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

WILL YOU HELP
SHINE LIGHT INTO
HER HOME?

"And God said, "Let there be light,"
and there was light."
Genesis 1:3

You, Lord, are my lamp; the Lord turns
my darkness into light.

2 Samuel 22:29

C

an you imagine your children doing their homework on the floor leaning
over a kerosene lamp?
Our new project, to provide Solar Lamps to assist children in need in
Rwanda and Uganda, was launched in our last magazine.
We would like to say a HUGE THANK YOU to everyone who has donated
so far. Over £3000 has been raised to date, that will provide lamps for 300
children, but there are many more children than struggling in the dark.
If you are using our gift shop this Christmas please consider giving a Solar
Lamp and blessing a child in need.
Enclosed with this magazine you will also find a rather dull Christmas Tree.
Please encourage your friends and family to light it up by donating 50p and
colouring in a light, fully lit this tree will provide another child with a lamp.
Please get involved and……..

..HELP SHINE A LITTLE LIGHT THIS CHRISTMAS

SINCE 1st JAN 2019 YOUR BOXES HAVE RAISED

£837.48
THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change
Appeal box.

Contact details
Hope House, The Elms Estate
Church Road, Harold Wood
Romford, RM3 0JU
United Kingdom

Office no: 01708 377795

Email addresses
Carmen Denham:
accounts@christianhope.org.uk
Pauline Davidson:
info@christianhope.org.uk
Paul Guyver:
paul@christianhope.org.uk
Ian Phillips:
sponsorship@christianhope.org.uk

WHO’S WHO?
Managing Director Carmen Denham
Director
Paul Guyver
General Admin
Pauline Davidson
Accounts
Kevin Denham
Office Volunteers:
Stitches of Hope
Dorothy Bowen
Trish Nelson
Ray of Hope
Mark Galliers
Eileen Knowles
Office support
Ian & Carol
Phillips
Audrey Vinten
Trustees: Chairman Ian Phillips
Treasurer Tony Gibbs
Val Dobson
Grant Gooding
Trish Nelson
International
Keith Root
Christian Worldwide Aid
Steve Wheeler

Christian Hope

Registered charity1061526
Patron: Rt.Rev.Stephen Cottrell
Bishop of Chelmsford

CHI Magazine
The Magazine is published 3 times a year and is also available “on-line”. It is sent free
of charge to supporters and is published in accordance with our basis of faith. Articles
in the magazine may represent the ideas of the author and may not necessarily be
those of the charity.
Articles from this magazine are available for use in your church literature, but please
let us know before using them.

