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ow has your life changed during Covid-19? Maybe you have felt
isolated, scared, or simply confused. All perfectly reasonable
responses. Yet, as Christians, should we not trust in our unchanging God
who loves and protects us? What a privilege and a comfort it is to know and
trust in His unfailing love during these difficult times, when so much seems
uncertain.
I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
Psalm 91:2

There have been some changes within the office, but the one thing that
hasn’t changed has been your continued support for this work enabling us
to continue to show God’s unchanging love in a changing world, through
practical deeds to those in need. We are humbled and very grateful, and
we hope that as you read through this magazine you will be encouraged to
see that Covid-19 has also provided the opportunity for some positive
changes.
However, the changes for us are minute compared to the hardships that
the pandemic has caused for our friends in East Africa. Lock-down has
reduced work and food availability for many whose day to day survival was
already a struggle. Churches and schools are closed, and many pastors
and teachers have zero income.
We pray that your compassion, and generosity to those we serve will never
change, that God will bless and multiply every donation, and that together
we can continue to
positively change the
lives of those in need.
The world may have
changed around us,
but we have placed
our hope in the God
who does not
change.

OUR GOD IS THE SAME - YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER
Donate by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

I

n the spirit of change we have regrettably had to make
the decision to hold our AGM by Zoom this year. If you
think attending via Zoom would be of interest to you please
let us know and provide us with your email address to
enable an invitation to be sent. Copies of the Annual
Report and Financial Statement are available to download
from our website or by contacting the office.

AGM
28th November 2020
BY ZOOM ONLY
Start time 2.30pm

THANK THANK YO
U
THANK YOU
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THANK YOU

From all of us to all of you.

Y

our phone calls, donations and more recently, deliveries have been such
an encouragement during lock-down. Brightening lonely days in the
office and bringing cheer as funds become available to address each need.
This message received from Bishop Nathan Gasatura in Butare, Rwanda
(who uses capitals to shout or make a point!!) is for every one who supports
this work practically and prayerfully:
So lovely to be hearing from you my Treasured sister Carmen & our CHI Family, and
Thanks ever so much for being the 'Friend-in-Need'. The One that sticks with Unstinting
Support in 'Thick & Thin' in season & out of season. As Butare we recommend eternally
grateful for such rare Friendship & Partnership. God's richest & best continue to crown
You All.

W

e thought it was time for a change, so we hope you enjoy the new
format of the Prayer Diary. Please let us know what you think.

F

ollowing his accident, Paul is recovering (although not fast enough for
his liking!!) and is back in the office for a few hours a week. Thanks go
to his wife Joan for her taxi service to get him here, and to everyone for
their prayers and best wishes.

C

hristian Hope International seeks to bring the true hope only found in Jesus Christ
along with practical support to those in need in Africa and, through links with other
Christian charities, to Eastern Europe. The example of Jesus and his teaching are the
motivation for our work.
Working in partnership with the Christian Community in the ‘Developing World’ we seek
to glorify God by providing practical aid, resourcing community projects and enabling
children to receive a good education through child sponsorship.

L

ife has changed and Christmas shopping may be very different this
year.
Included with this magazine you will find our Christmas Gift Shop order
form. These gifts of kindness could be just the answer if you are not yet
ready to visit the shops. They are not ornaments that need dusting, or
chocolates to sabotage the diet; they do not need wrapping or delivering.
As we all change our perspective of what is important in our lives, why not
change the way you wish your loved ones a Happy Christmas by giving a
gift of kindness that will bless an individual or family in need. Alternatively,
you could request they give you a kindness gift.
There is a lot of information to fit in, so if the leaflet looks a little confusing
or you are simply not sure how it all works, then just give us a ring in the
office any Tuesday, Wednesday or Friday. We will be delighted to hear from
you, and will assist you to place your order.
As you read through this magazine please consider how your Christmas
gifts could help God’s work through CHI.
Meet Derrick Ssempijja 25 years
old, who received a pig. We are told:

“The pig produced 12 piglets, from
the sale of the piglets he managed
to get UgX 550,000 (about £120).
He used the money to hire an acre
of land for agriculture, sourcing
seeds, fertilizer and pesticides.
He's grateful to God for the
support, more so during these
hard times.”
Glory be to God
Changing how you shop could change the life of someone
in need.

01708 377795 NOW

E

na Smith was a regular volunteer as
part of our packing team for many
years until poor health forced her to ‘retire’
about two years ago. Never one to be idle
however, she continued to keep her
friends busy in the warehouse by knitting
beautiful blankets for them to pack.
A committed Christian, Ena went to be
with her Lord in August.
In this picture you can see Val, Ena’s
Val displaying Ena’s blanket
packing partner, with Ena’s final blanket
(Val was left with the unenviable job of
sewing the squares together).
THANK YOU ENA, now Rest in Peace

A

s this magazine goes to press, a lorry is being loaded for Mission
Without Borders, and all your beautiful items and will soon be delivered
to Eastern Europe. Each garment knitted with love, will bring a message
of hope to a family in need.
Dorothy, Lilian & Joyce
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W

e were delighted to receive this picture,
probably taken in the late 80’s, from Sharon
Roberts, who tells us she has finally sewn
together the ‘little jackets’
knitted by her late aunt.
She
told
us
her
grandmother
Lilian,
mother Joyce and aunt
Dorothy had all knitted for
CHI for a period spanning
over twenty years making
blankets and little jackets. The picture shows the
three knitters who ‘were so pleased to do something
to help the little children’. What a wonderful memory
of three kind ladies.

Hands up if you were moved by the story of Emmanuel in
our last magazine. We can almost see you all waving your
hands in the air!!
Well we have good news.
Emmanuel’s sponsorship ensures
his regular education, but a small
additional
donation
from
a
compassionate heart has provided
some basic needs and medical care,
which has changed their situation.
Emmanuel has some new clothes and they have
received sufficient food to bring them through the Covid lockdown so far.
We are told:
“The father always praises God whenever he receives a message from
you…The health of the old man is improving and he can stand well and
there is hope for him to start walking using crutches……..The family is
happy and hopeful due to your support.”

THANK YOU MAUREEN FOR BEING MOVED TO TAKE ACTION

O

rphaned by a road accident age 12 and with no other relative able to
take him in, life for Abdul looked pretty grim. Fortunately for him and
his 9 yr old sister Esther, Rev. Patrick gave them a home. With three children
of his own and a pastor’s uncertain income, this was a huge leap of faith.
Fortunately CHI were able to find the children sponsors.
Today, aged 18, life has changed. Abdul Abdul being a
is a wonderful, bright young man. He has ‘big brother’
accepted God as his Lord and Saviour
and is preparing to go to Veterinary
College. At the Saturday Project for
sponsored children in Kijjabwemi he leads
worship, and is a big brother figure to the
younger children. Without sponsorship he
may never have received an education or
come to know our great God

THANK YOU ALISON FOR BEING ABDUL’S SPONSOR

THEIR FUTURE IS BRIGHT………….……

All the children:
● Are identified by their local pastor as being in great need of support.
● Their parents/guardians will be known to struggle to find the school fees.
● Some will have heartbreaking back stories, others simply live in poverty.
Your sponsorship will pay for:
● School uniform and materials
● School Lunch
● Health insurance (in Rwanda) - Bi-annual medical check up (in Uganda)
● A considerable donation to the school fees - dependent on the school
and level of education.
Sponsorship will PROVIDE:
An uninterrupted education
Regular contact with the church
The prayers (we hope) and support of a sponsor
A sense of being valued
Each year You will receive:
Two letters
A school report
A photograph
A warm glow

Florence

Racheal

Fred

Chretien

If you sponsor - Thank you.
Please tell, and encourage, your
friends to do the same.
If you don’t yet sponsor Could you consider changing
that status?

All these children and more are still waiting
patiently for a sponsor to change their lives.

Kevin

…………. THEIR FUTURE IS SPONSORSHIP

W

e arrived at Aunt Louise School for the
Disabled – a large sombre looking
building with a corrugated metal roof,
surrounded by a sloping grass ‘garden’, behind
large gates, which Edward opened for us after
Patrick sounded the car horn. A cow was
nonchalantly grazing to the right of us, we
learnt later that the cow was ‘on loan’, milk and
manure in exchange for pasture. There were no
other cars there – which was quite disturbing when I later realised that Edward
and Louise look after these children
without even the means to travel anywhere
in case of emergency.
We asked about how they were funded –
they did not seem to understand, then they
both just looked to the sky and held out
their hands. All this and no regular funding
– that really is faith in action. Edward said they
have total faith in God’s provision – truly
humbling.
We were invited into the classroom area – 11
young people greeted us with big smiles and
various takes on ‘Good Afternoon Dear Visitors’!
Carmen quickly made herself comfortable next
to Zeituni, an intelligent chatty young lady
whose body was badly contorted leaving her no
option but to spend her days on a mattress on the
floor. Denis avoided the camera, but Regan loved the phone and taking selfies.
Grace sat apart in a special chair which kept her
safe from falling, Maureen sat with her,
comforting and reassuring her. White people in
the remote villages are rare enough, but
especially frightening for youngsters!
Having met the young students we were given
a guided tour of the rest of the building. Already
my heart was heavy for the sheer volume of care
Edward and Louise had taken on with these
children.

We went to the kitchen, it was large and clean, but food
was sparse and obviously very carefully distributed.
Opposite the kitchen were the doorways to the boys’
and girls’ dormitories, as they opened the first door my
heart sank further – bland rooms, concrete floors, a net
draped across the window, bunks, some without
mattresses, those with mattresses had plastic covers and
no sheets, I could not imagine how a good night’s sleep
could be had by anyone here.
We then visited the garden where they grew maize and
matoke - staples in a Ugandan diet. Some pigs snuffled about in a pen near by.
It was time for us to leave - Patrick headed
straight for the car, but we had promised to say
‘Goodbye’ to the children. It obviously hurt
him too much to say goodbye and leave
without having made any positive changes.
BUT he had, he had shared this wonderful but
very needy school with us, and in doing so we
knew that we would, in turn, share it with you, and together with your love,
prayers and support, we could make some real changes to the lives of these
young people.
We said our goodbyes, knowing
we had much to pray about.
Once back in the UK, we had
an answer to our prayers - a
legacy enabled us to send funds
for solar powered energy, new
mattresses,
bedding
and
mosquito nets, a cow of their
own and some goats, with a
little left over for some food, and wool for Scovia, who enjoys making mats.
We added to these funds to provide four wheelchairs and a large water tank.
We have included all the children in the Ray of Hope Sponsorship programme,
thus enabling the school to receive regular funding. The school has also been
included in our School Partners project. If you would like to help them continue
to flourish and grow then please contact us for ways to help?

Changes are definitely afoot for the
students at Aunt Louise School!

“Don’t stay too long in these classrooms, the jiggers and
fleas are a big problem here”

A

simple sentence but one that will long live in our memories when we
recall our visit to this remote church school.
Of course since we left Uganda the schools and churches have been closed
due to Covid, but they won’t be closed forever. As lock-down eased a little
it seemed as though God was saying “just do it, get that school fixed while
it’s empty”. A significant donation made this possible and the school has
been changed beyond recognition.
With churches closed Rev.Canon Patrick had time to effectively oversee
the work, which also provided employment for the local community. Being
involved in the renovation will also give a sense of ownership, which will
hopefully ensure the building is maintained going forward.

Two water tanks will ensure the children no longer have to make the 6km
round trip with their 5 gallon containers to collect water.
Donating for building projects may not have the ahhhh factor, you may not
feel a roofing sheet or truck load of sand has a very human connection.
How does renovating a school show God’s love in a community?
If you have never sat in a classroom being bitten by fleas with the jiggers
burrowing into the skin between your toes then that is a reasonable
question, but the teachers and children who will return to a renovated school
will thank God every day.
Through these building projects the church is seen to be active in a practical
way that changes the lives of so many in the community.

Donate - by cheque, phone the office or
Online @ www.christianhope.org.uk

I

f you followed our blog during our visit to Uganda
you may remember reading the following account.

Today we visited a number of homes of sponsored children. We
met Joyce, a delightful elderly lady who cares for 12 year old Akram,
...She took us inside the two room home she had built herself….
There were no windows - they cost money; the only chinks of light
filtered through the holes in the walls and roof. In the first room the fire was lit under the pot
in which she was cooking dinner, the room was full of
smoke, through the curtain the room was full, it
contained a small dining chair and the single bed she
shares with her ‘grandson’. She told us: “He cannot
sleep on the floor because of the snakes that enter at
night”. As we returned to the garden (with one eye on
the ground) she thanked us for visiting her, she could
not imagine how we could ever visit her home. We
shared a hug and then a dance, before moving on.
oon after our return we received a message from Rev Canon Patrick
advising us that the home of Joyce & Ackram had been totally destroyed
during a storm and they had been lucky to escape with their lives. They
were sheltering in the local school, luckily it was closed due to Covid!!
We communicated this information to Ackram’s sponsor and asked for her
prayers for them both. We were overwhelmed to receive her response
asking how much a new house would cost, would we be funding it, and
could she make a donation towards it. The total cost of a new, solid house
£2500. A donation was made, friends were rallied and CHI made up the
difference from your donations. Joyce & Ackram will soon be moving into
their new home, with a door to keep out the snakes.
BUILDING
PROJECTS
No ahhh factor,
but potentially
life changing!!

S

Support for
Building projects
really does show
God’s love in Action

Joyce & Ackram’s new home

A

s we write this magazine schools
are closed in Rwanda & Uganda.
There are no computers or Internet
access for the children to continue
their lessons online, and so they
revise from their exercise books and
pray they will return to school one
day. For most this is unlikely to be
before January 2021.
When they do return the need for school lunches, school materials and fees
will be greater than ever as families struggle to recover from the hardships
lockdown has bought to these already impoverished communities.
Can you help us change the future for these children, by supporting projects
that assist them to receive an education?
For youngsters who are lucky to eat once a day, providing lunch
at school improves concentration, discipline and reduces truancy.

EDUCATION IS NOT JUST FOR THE CHILDREN

W

e take for granted much of the knowledge we have received, passed down
from parents to children. But many survivors of the genocide in Rwanda
have grown up without adult supervision, without the basic building blocks for
meaningful adult lives. Imagine reaching the age of 51 and not knowing about
family planning or how to prepare a balanced diet!!
All those who receive support through CHI projects also meet together and
receive some basic life skills education. This is what Patricie Mukamurera a 51
years old woman had to say:
“My name is Mukamurera Patricie. I am so happy for
having been part of this seminar. I learnt many things,
such as how to avoid contracting the HIV and other
sexually transmitted diseases, the necessity of avoiding
infidelity in marriage, how to properly care for my
children, how to carry out the family planning, how to
prepare a balanced diet, etc.
I am very much grateful to the Church and our
supporters for having made possible this great
seminar”.

F

inding innovative solutions to lock-down challenges has been the
focus for so many of us during 2020. So how have the challenges of
fund raising been overcome? This was Eleanor’s solution.
My fund raising source had ceased due to lock-down. The Thursday Group
and Lunch Club had been stopped since March and now the Summer
Cream Tea was questionable too!

THE ANSWER:- ‘CREAM TEA DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR’
After numerous phone calls, chats and orders, planning began for 70
Cream Teas. Bethany, aged 11, came to help with scones & cake making,
then packing takeaway boxes.
Two scones with cream & jam or double cheese scones & butter, 1 slice
of cake and 3 strawberries were carefully packed into individual
containers and delivered by our eight volunteer drivers, along with extra
slices of cake and home made preserves which were available for
purchase. The opportunity for a chat on the doorstep was very welcome
too!
Three weeks later another 34 Cream Teas were dispatched following an
invitation card put through the doors of neighbours.

RESULT:- ‘Significant funds raised for medicines
and healthcare and more people now know about
the work of CHI.’
ole
Eleanor in Po
What a great idea.
THANK YOU ELEANOR
Keep up the good work.
Our mouths are watering
and we only wish you
were closer to the
office!!!

W

e would love to hear how YOU have continued fundraising
for CHI during lock-down.

I

t has been a long night, the continuous rain dripped through the roof as we
huddled in the one dry corner of our home. We must pray before we start the
day but since the death of my husband I am finding it hard to find the words, “my
God, my God why have you forsaken me” seems to be all that comes to mind. He
was only trying to provide for his family, why did God let him have that accident?
The children are cold and tired but there is no food unless I can find a days work,
our soil is poor and the crops have not done well despite our best efforts.
The children cry as I leave and Grace, my youngest is obviously unwell, but I must
try to earn something to provide food tonight, maybe I can earn enough to visit the
clinic too, please God don’t let it be malaria. They are so young to be left alone but
what choice do I have?
The walk home seems to last forever, it was a hard day but at least I have some
matoke for the children. The soil in that garden was so much better than ours, the
manure from their goat makes such a difference to the crops they grow, they said
the goat was a gift from the church and it’s due to give birth, then they will pass
on a kid to another family in need. I pray God will remember me when they do?
Grace is worse this morning, I have no money but I’ll go to the clinic, maybe they’ll
take pity on me. Grace has malaria but the clinic didn’t charge us, it’s a church run
clinic and they said the medicine
had been bought by a charity, I’m
sure she will get better now. I met
the pastor and he prayed with me,
he is going to visit me at home later.
This morning I was able to pray
and give thanks to God. Grace is
improving and the pastor is going
to put me on the list to receive a
goat, he said I will join a group who
will support me in caring for it and
who will pray with me, one
member of the group has a Bible we
can read together.
Maybe God has a plan for me after
all.

CHI is NOT an aid agency, our aim is to
spread the Gospel through our partnership
with the local church in Rwanda and
Uganda. Bringing God’s Word to those in
need through the provision of practical aid.
But how does that actually work? Funding
Bibles or Youth Mission to teach God’s
Word is fairly obvious. Providing bikes for
pastors to help them reach their remote
congregations is easy to see. However,
the link between providing livestock,
health care or education materials
requires a change of mindset for many in
the western world.
For those who have nothing, seeing God’s
Love in Action through the provision of
practical aid brings greater spiritual growth
than we can imagine. Receiving a Bible is
the ‘icing on the cake’ not the start of the
journey.
That said, a Bible is a treasured
possession if you are lucky enough to own
one. Esther is one of our sponsored
children, her sponsor sent funds for her to
receive the gift of a Bible, we think her
smile says it all.
We will leave the final thought in this
magazine to ‘upper case’ loving Bishop
Nathan who wrote in his email:
Finally. I do want to believe that the GOD we have trusted to
Propel us individually, Families & Nation, through these tough
& horrifying months of the 'CVD-19'-Emergency, is the same
unchanging GOD who has kept all of you and the Entire Nation of
Great Britain. He never changes, He never tires, He never leaves
or abandons His own. May He forever continue to uphold His
suffering world.

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
(Hebrews 13:8).

A slow start to 2020, possibly because of Covid 19!!
RAISED TO DATE - please keep collecting

£511
THANK YOU
Please contact the office if you require a Loose Change box.
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Unit 10, Hope House,
The Elms Ind Est.
Church Road, Harold Wood
Romford,
Essex RM3 0JU

Office no: 01708 377795
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Carmen Denham:
accounts@christianhope.org.uk
Pauline Davidson:
info@christianhope.org.uk
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CHI Magazine
The Magazine is published 3 times a year and is also available “on-line”. It is sent free
of charge to supporters and is published in accordance with our basis of faith. Articles
in the magazine may represent the ideas of the author and may not necessarily be
those of the charity.
Articles from this magazine are available for use in your church literature, but please
let us know before using them.

